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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Gloucester Park 

Street Address "GLOUCESTER PARK", 40 Nelson Crescent, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 754 

Other Names Brennan Park, Perth Trotting Course 

Historical Street Address 40 Nelson Crescent 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2170 

COP Property Key 175474 

Property Titles Lot 30 P 41439, Lot 31 P 41439, Lot P3 P 41439, Lot 569 P 41439, Lot 
570 P 41439, Lot 411 P 100131, Lot T15 P 223273, Lot T16 P 223273, 
Lot T17 P 223273, Lot T18 P 223273, Lot T19 P 223273, Lot T20 P 
223273, Lot T21 P 223273, Lot 410 P 254216, Lot 755... 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year Circa 1929 (additional works 1980, 2010) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Gloucester Park is a harness racing sports ground comprising Trotting Track, Main Entrance and Forecourts, 
Enclosure Totalisator, Leger Totalisator, Switchhouse, Birdcage, Birdcage Entrance, Birdcage Kiosk, Canary 
Island Palms, and other associated buildings and plantings surrounding the Track, and enclosed in a masonry 
and chainlink mesh Perimeter Wall. 
The main entrance is a large decorative gateway acting as a significant identification statement marking the 
entrance to the trotting ground. The structure includes a colonnade of five arches, prominent classical cornice 
and pediments embellished with decoration. 
In 2009 approval was granted by the MRA (formally EPRA) for the general refurbishment of the JP Stratton 
Stand to improve viewing and overall experience for patrons at the venue. This included both some internal and 
external changes. 
The proposed change outside of the existing building envelope is the alfresco timber deck and handrail with 
some additional steps. The deck faces the internal racetrack to improve the view for patrons. The internal 
changes include the provision of an espresso bar, relocation of new bar and kitchen and additional toilets. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Along with the site of the WACA Ground, Gloucester Park formed an area known as Perth Meadow and was 
primarily used for a race course. Gateway to Gloucester Park Trotting Track was constructed in 1929. Trotting 
developed in Perth as a sport for owners of small to medium businesses who were largely excluded from the 
upper-class sport of racing. The sport emerged amongst the businessmen who were present in the city in large 
number in the late nineteenth century. The earliest controls were between the horses which used to pull carts of 
inner city businessmen. By 1914 regular night racing was held under lights. The sport employed standard bred 
horses which were less expensive than racing thoroughbreds so that even modest businessmen could 
participate. Trotting was a prominent sport in the 1920’s and provided a way of development solidarity amongst 
the middle classes. Frank Brennen was a prominent identity. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
3. Occupations - 309 Technology and technological change 
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing City Economies - 3.11.2 Reclaiming land 
3. Developing City Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 
8. Developing the City's Cultural Life - 8.1.1 Playing and watching organised sport 
8. Developing the City's Cultural Life - 8.1.2 Betting 
8. Developing the City's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing the City's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science and technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has operated as the State’s principal harness racing venue from 1929 to the present and is the oldest 
only remaining purpose-built harness racing ground in Perth. 
The Enclosure Totalisator and Leger Totalisator provide important evidence of the housing and use of 
automatic mechanical calculating devices in the first half of the twentieth century. The Western Australian 
Trotting Association in East Perth had the first installation of this device in Australia. 
The early and original buildings within the place, including the Main Entrance, Canary Island Date Palms, 
Enclosure and Leger Totalisators, Birdcage Kiosk and Switch House together with the Track as the organising 
design element, collectively form a cultural environment of historic built elements. 
The arcaded Main Entrance on Nelson Crescent is valued for its Free Classical detailing and impressive scale 
and, with its backdrop of Canary Island Date Palms (Phoenix canariensis) and generous forecourt, has become 
a considerable landmark in the vicinity. The Free Classical detail of the nearby Switch House reinforces that of 
the Main Entrance. 
The Enclosure and Leger Totalisators, with their three storey towers and symmetrical facades displaying 
characteristics of Federation Arts and Crafts style, collectively form a cultural environment of historic built 
elements which both individually and collectively have landmark value. 
The evidence of the early and original development of the place is associated with individuals and organisations 
including James Brennan, J.P. Stratton, and the Committees and members of the Western Australian Trotting 
Association. Later developments are significant for their association with Sir Frank Ledger and the Western 
Australian Trotting Association. 
The place is highly valued by the community as a landmark and social gathering place, which contributes to its 
sense of place, and also by the Western Australian Trotting Association, harness racing fraternity and by the 
community at large for the place’s continuous use as a harness racing and betting venue since 1929. The 
Totalisators, Main Entrance, and plantings, particularly the Canary Island Date Palms, contribute to the 
community’s sense of place as a landmark and social gathering place. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
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The place has operated as the State’s principal harness racing venue from 1929 to the present and is the oldest 
only remaining purpose-built harness racing ground in Perth. 
The Enclosure Totalisator and Leger Totalisator provide important evidence of the housing and use of automatic 
mechanical calculating devices in the first half of the twentieth century. The Western Australian Trotting 
Association in East Perth had the first installation of this device in Australia. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is highly valued by the community as a landmark and social gathering place, which contributes to its 
sense of place, and also by the Western Australian Trotting Association, harness racing fraternity and by the 
community at large for the place’s continuous use as a harness racing and betting venue since 1929. The 
Totalisators, Main Entrance, and plantings, particularly the Canary Island Date Palms, contribute to the 
community’s sense of place as a landmark and social gathering place. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The early and original buildings within the place, including the Main Entrance, Canary Island Date Palms, 
Enclosure and Leger Totalisators, Birdcage Kiosk and Switch House together with the Track as the organising 
design element, collectively form a cultural environment of historic built elements. 
The arcaded Main Entrance on Nelson Crescent is valued for its Free Classical detailing and impressive scale 
and, with its backdrop of Canary Island Date Palms (Phoenix canariensis) and generous forecourt, has become 
a considerable landmark in the vicinity. The Free Classical detail of the nearby Switch House reinforces that of 
the Main Entrance. 
The Enclosure and Leger Totalisators, with their three storey towers and symmetrical facades displaying 
characteristics of Federation Arts and Crafts style, collectively form a cultural environment of historic built 
elements which both individually and collectively have landmark value. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The evidence of the early and original development of the place is associated with individuals and organisations 
including James Brennan, J.P. Stratton, and the Committees and members of the Western Australian Trotting 
Association. Later developments are significant for their association with Sir Frank Ledger and the Western 
Australian Trotting Association. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016.pdf 
 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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