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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Pair of Detached Houses

Street Address 227 Newcastle Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 277 Newcastle Street; 231-233 Newcastle Street; 225-229 Newcastle
Street; 229 Newcastle Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 3852
COP Property Key 186301
Property Titles Lot 370 DP 54871

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 17/03/2015

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year 1905 (19083 - 1907)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE |

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary Medium

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION ‘

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Two single storey residences of matching design with hipped c.g.i roofs. Distinctive vented gables to front with
faceted bay windows. Return verandahs to front with gablets over entry. Facades have tuck-pointed Flemish
bond brickwork. Timber framed casement windows. Panelled timber front doors. Brick with decorative rendered
to top.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

In the early years of the Swan River colony the area to the north of Perth (now known as Northbridge) was low
lying and swampy and was therefore settled more slowly than the better land closer to the river. It was also
further from the river port and the main means of transport. Northbridge is an inner suburban area, named
because it is just north of Perth across the railway bridge. It was approved as a suburb name in 1982. In 1854
some of the swampy land to the north of Perth was drained producing some fertile land for farming and later
subdivision. The land was subdivided into allotments circa 1860. land in the area was taken up by discharged
soldiers, artisans and small landholders. The area at this period was characterised by small cottages and
businesses. In 1881, the railway from Fremantle to Guildford was opened and became the main transport route.
From that period commerce and trade tended to focus more fashionable with smaller commercial enterprises
and manufacturing to the north. It was less fashionable to live north of the railway line, however the area was
close to the city and during the 1890's and early 1900's was substantially redeveloped with further subdivision of
lots and mixed residential and commercial development. A number of trade and community organisations had
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their origins in the area at this time. Over the years the population of the area changed as people relocated to
suburban areas of the city. As a result, Northbridge became the home for successive migrant communities. for
example, communities including Greek, Italian, Chinese and more recently Vietnamese migrants have settled
here as property remained relatively cheap and had the advantage of being close to the city. These communities
have over the years given this area a distinctive character, generally recycling the existing buildings rather than
redeveloping the area. The homes built in Perth the 1890's and early 1900's were generally larger and more
elaborately detailed than the earlier simple cottages there replaced. Although influenced in their design by
homes of Victoria in particular, due to the influx of migrants from the eastern states , houses in Perth tended to
be constructed as single detached, or sometimes pairs of attached, houses, rather than the extensive rows of
terrace houses found in eastern Australia. Houses were generally single storey brick with corrugated iron roofs.
Some more prestigious homes had slate or tiled roofs. Stucco decoration was popular as was wrought iron lace
and timber fretwork.

These two dwellings are set well back from the street and at a different alignment from all other structures
erected along this part of Newcastle Street. Together with other houses, long since demolished but shown on
the 1950 Water and Sewerage map, they reveal what has been described as the ‘haphazard’ development of
the city, due to inconsistent policing of building regulations. In the 1909 Post Office Directory, Mrs George
Phillips is listed for No. 231 and Mrs M Alexander for No. 233.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Peopling Perth - 2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity

3. Developing Perth's (local, regional & national economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Developing city centres

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of two houses constructed during the period of economic
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. The 1890s gold boom, led to a dramatic
increase in the city's population and various cottages and commercial premises, were built along the streets in
the late 1890's and early 1900's.The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the
working people of Perth in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. The extension of tram services made the outer
areas accessible and the inner-city dwellings were put up for rent.

The place has social significance as over time the area also attracted a large number of migrants who settled
and established businesses. These migrant groups helped to create the distinctive cultural diversity that has
become synonymous with Northbridge.

The place is of scientific significance because it has the potential to yield information through archaeological
investigation.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the way of life of the working people of Perth in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth century.

The place is of historic significance because it reflects the expansion and development of commerce and trade
in the City of Perth in the early years of the twentieth century. The extension of tram services made the outer
areas accessible and the inner-city dwellings were put up for rent.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

The place is of scientific significance because it has the potential to yield information through archaeological
investigation.

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place has social significance as over time the area also attracted a large number of migrants who settled
and established businesses. These migrant groups helped to create the distinctive cultural diversity that has
become synonymous with Northbridge.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or

community

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of two houses constructed during the period of economic
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom. The 1890s gold boom, led to a dramatic
increase in the city's population and various cottages and commercial premises, were built along the streets in
the late 1890's and early 1900's.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Very Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as constructed with detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Building Style
Develop WA - MRA - The Village Northbridge Heritage Inventory - Aug 2002 - Part 2 Pages 175-349
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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