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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name House (fmr) (295 Newcastle Street)

Street Address Unit 1-6/299 Newcastle Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description Lot 1-6 SP 50461

Other Names Talbot

Historical Street Address 299 Newcastle Street; 295 Newcastle Street

Historical Perth Town Lot Y166

Place ID 27026

COP Property Key 190478

Property Titles Lot 1-6 SP 50461

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1895 (1895 - 1895)

Additional Construction Year (1)
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Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence
Present - General Use Residential

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary Low

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Bungalow

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Single storey residence with hipped roof clad in c.g.i. Verandah to front under separate roof supported on timber
posts with decorative timber brackets. Rendered chimneys with cornices. Wall to street elevation tuckpointed
brick. Sidewalls rendered. Timber-panelled front door with sidelights and fanlight. Double-hung sash windows.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect

Builder

Other Associations J J Talbot Hobbs (previous owner)

HISTORY

Newcastle Street was developed in the 1890s and reflects the expansion and development of residential and
commercial buildings on the city fringes during the rapid population increase of the 1890s gold boom and the
early years of the twentieth century. The demographic character of the city fringe changed as expansion of
transport services enabled the more well-to-do members of society to move further afield to newly developed
suburbs. The increase in population also led to speculators building investment properties for rental purposes.
The cottages at 295 and 299 Newcastle Street are located on Lot Y166 which is registered in the City's rate
books for 1891 as being owned by Mr J. J. Talbot Hobbs, the eminent architect and soldier. He acquired lots
Y166 and 167 in ¢.1891-92. It is probable the houses were erected for investment purposes. Whether Talbot
Hobbs designed the houses has not been established. No 295 was originally No. 229, changing to 295 in 1908.
Itis listed in the Post Office Directories from 1895.The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan dated 1949
shows two houses as a mirror image of each other, with full length front verandahs and half-length verandahs at
the rear.No. 299 is part of the Talbot Hobbs Heritage Trail, which also includes No. 295 and No. 305 Newcastle
Street, and No. 22 Palmerston Street. In the late 1990s the Graham Farmer Freeway tunnel was built
underneath this section of Northbridge, necessitating demolition of many houses. Three of the four buildings
were earmarked for demolition when the Government stepped in to preserve them. The properties were made
structurally sound by the East Perth Redevelopment Authority as a part of The Village Northbridge project. On
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15 June 2003, Minister for Planning and Infrastructure Alannah MacTiernan unveiled a bronze plaque in the
pavement at the corner of Newcastle and Palmerston Streets to officially identify the heritage precinct.B4
etween 2006 and 2008 a two-storey development was built to the rear of 295 and 299. Both houses were
reroofed and adjoined by an entrance with the address 299 Newcastle. Former No. 295 is called Talbot and
former No. 299 is called Hobbs. They are now used for commercial/ office purposes.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings
8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in and around Australian homes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place has aesthetic and historic significance as a detailed Federation Bungalow built c. 1895.

It forms an integral part of a group of residential buildings that contribute to the historic character of the area that
is associated with J.J. Talbot Hobbs, the eminent architect and soldier, who developed these properties.

The place is rare as an example of a late nineteenth century residential building still extant within close proximity
to the Perth City centre.

It is a representative example of a residence in the outer city area that has been converted to offices.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place has historic significance as a detailed Federation Bungalow built c. 1895.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare as an example of a late nineteenth century residential building still extant within close proximity
to the Perth City centre.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

It is a representative example of a residence in the outer city area that has been converted to offices.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic significance as a detailed Federation Bungalow built c. 1895.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

It forms an integral part of a group of residential buildings that contribute to the historic character of the area that
is associated with J.J. Talbot Hobbs, the eminent architect and soldier, who developed these properties.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with detail
intact. Infill panels to front verandah not original.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;

Aerial photographs, Landgate;

Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);

Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/68 State Records Office of WA);

1999 Draft MHI;

Media Statements: https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Gallop/2003/06/Minister-unveils-new-
heritage-precinct.aspx.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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