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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commercial Building & Attached Residence 

Street Address 309 Newcastle Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA  6003 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 309 Newcastle Street; 309-311 Newcastle Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 15226 

COP Property Key 183056 

Property Titles Lot 112 DP 31662 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1907 (1907 - 1907) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific   

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey commercial building with parapet and decorative pediments astylar facade distinguished by strongly 
modelled arches and horizontal bands of smooth render, original verandah awning, no verandah posts. 
Alterations to windows and door openings. Shop addresses the corner with residential parts of the building 
adjacent. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Painted 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1907 and consisted of a shop on the ground floor with a residence above. 
During the late 1890s during the gold rushes the area was developed as people bought property as an 
investment. The property was owned by George Shenton until 1888 when it was bought by James MacKay. In 
1902 it was the residence of Dr William Trethowan. He was the President of the WA Branch of St John’s 
Ambulance which had its headquarters at No. 120 Aberdeen Street. The first tenant was William Newman who 
ran a furniture business until the 1920s. It is assumed that the tenant of the shop also occupied the residence. 
From the 1920s various tenants occupied the shop and residence. 
The property was acquired by the State Government in 1987 as part of the planned north bypass. The shop was 
rented to various tenants. Wallpaper businesses were located in the building. The business closed in 1998. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial and service industries 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local Economies - 3.19 Marketing and retailing 
4. Building Cities - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic significance as a fine example of an elaborately detailed two storey commercial and 
residential building in the Federation Free Classical style which remains substantially intact. 
The place is rare as an example of a two-storey commercial building dating from the early twentieth century 
which was constructed in conjunction with an attached two storey residence. 
The place is a fine example of the type of substantial commercial building erected following the gold boom 
years in Western Australia and reflects the expansion of commercial and housing opportunities in the city of 
Perth in the area north of the railway line; and, by virtue of its elaborate detailing and prominent corner location, 
the place is a Northbridge landmark. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is rare as an example of a two-storey commercial building dating from the early twentieth century 
which was constructed in conjunction with an attached two storey residence. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has aesthetic significance as a fine example of an elaborately detailed two storey commercial and 
residential building in the Federation Free Classical style which remains substantially intact. 
The place is a fine example of the type of substantial commercial building erected following the gold boom years 
in Western Australia and reflects the expansion of commercial and housing opportunities in the city of Perth in 
the area north of the railway line; and, by virtue of its elaborate detailing and prominent corner location, the 
place is a Northbridge landmark. 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has lost original detail at ground floor level 
but intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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Conservation Plan 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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