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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Washing Bros Furniture Factory (Demolished) 

Street Address Unit 1-8/321 Newcastle Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003 

Location Description  

Other Names Site of Washing Bros 

Historical Street Address 321 Newcastle Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot Lot 133 P037007, Lot 114 P 037007 

Place ID 27003 

COP Property Key 188138 

Property Titles Lot 1-8 SP 48175 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Historic Site 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1922 (1922 - 1922) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year 1954 
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Industrial/Manufacturing 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use  

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary NA 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

New multi-storey building on the site of the Washing Brothers building. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Washing Brothers’ furniture manufacturing business began in 1898 in Perth. The brothers were Alfred, 
Charles, Ernest and Frederick, and were Australian born, descended from a Chinese father (Wah Hing) and a 
European mother. Under the White Australia policies from 1901 which enabled inherently racist legislation, the 
‘Factories Act 1904’ prevented Asian migrants from working in manufacturing. The part-Chinese Washing family 
(and others) overcame the Act by anglicising their names. Thus ‘Wah Hing’ became ‘Washing’. The Act was 
enforced regularly. For example, an article in the ‘Daily News’ in 1918 reported: “A very important regulation 
affecting Asiatic manufacturers of goods in the State is that such goods must be stamped stating that Asiatic 
labor [sic] and hands made the goods. For evading this regulation, Gooey Tong, representing Wah Hing and 
Co., furniture manufacturers, was fined £1.10s and costs this morning at the City Court.”  In another example, in 
1922, the furniture made by Wah Hing and Co was restamped by Ernest Johnson, for sale in his outlet, which 
was in breach of the Act. (Daily News, 1922). 
The Washing Bros. were originally located at 271 Murray Street in Perth between Barrack and William. They 
moved to No. 435 Murray Street in 1902 (between King and Milligan Streets) which was renumbered as No. 407 
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Murray Street in 1908. As the business expanded new premises were required. The post office directory lists 
three new shops being built on Newcastle Street in 1923, and from 1924 Washing Bros. furniture manufacturers 
were located at Nos. 323-333 Newcastle Street. The advertisement in the Trades Directory in 1930 shows that 
among the furniture manufacturers in Perth at this time there remained Wah Hing & Co, at 14-16 Railway 
Parade, West Perth, as well as the Washing Bros. The continued systemic racism as created by the Factories 
Act is evident in another newspaper article in 1930, which is related to the Washing name: “The Perth City 
Council yesterday agreed to a recommendation from the general purposes committee that a quotation from 
Washing Bros, of 35/ each for the supply and delivery to the Victoria Park Town Hall of 38 seats with backs be 
accepted. At the previous meeting of the council, following an objection in regard to the type of labour employed 
by the firm, the matter was referred back to the committee for further consideration and report. The Town Clerk 
(Mr. W. E. Bold) yesterday read the following report from the committee: — With a view to placing the facts in 
connection with the employees of Washing Bros, before the committee, the chairman and the Town Clerk have 
interviewed the secretary of the union (Mr. Hodsdon) and the Acting Chief Inspector of Factories (Mr. 
Flemming). We are informed by the latter that last month Washing Bros, employed 29 men, including 
apprentices. Of this number, all are British or Australian, except one Greek, one Russian, two Czechoslovakians 
and one Palestine Jew. There are no Chinese. Mr. Washing, senior, is Australian born, a son of a Chinese 
father and a European mother. He has one son and a nephew in the business, both born in Australia. The 
secretary of the union states that there is another son in the business, also born in Australia. There are ten 
apprentices, all Australian-born. The Acting Chief Inspector of Factories states that Washing Bros, are a white-
labour firm, are contractors for Government furniture supplies under the Tender Board rules and regulations, 
and comply with the provisions of the Shops and Factories Act in respect to the stamping of furniture made in 
their factory. He adds that the furniture made by Washing Bros, is marked with a stamp that it is made by white 
labour. Section 95 of the Act states that where manufacture or preparation has been effected solely or partly by 
the labour of any Asiatic employee the stamp shall set forth in legible type the words, 'Asiatic labour.' The 
Inspector points out that neither of these stamps is applicable in the case of Washing Bros., because they do in 
fact employ one or more Palestine Jews. In the opinion of the Crown Law Department, these men cannot be 
properly de-scribed as either Europeans or Asiatics, because being Jews, they are of the Semitic race. The 
department, therefore, permits them to use the stamp, 'White labour.' The recommendation was adopted by 13 
votes to 8.” The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1950) shows a large brick building, unnumbered 
adjacent to Nos. 335-337 which was a semi-detached pair of houses. There is a dust hopper in the rear and 
other structures to the south and east. The two-storey factory was damaged by fire in April 1953. The 1965 
aerial shows the factory had been demolished and redeveloped. 
The success of part-Chinese migrants in businesses is usually associated with their cultural background (such 
as market gardens and laundries), but success is other industries is less well-known. The Washing Bros. 
furniture manufacturing business was in operation from 1898 to 1953. The contribution of the Washing Bros is 
partly acknowledged by nearby Washing Lane, but no interpretation is given to this nomenclature. The site 
provides an opportunity to acknowledge this historic building legacy. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 106 Workers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4 Migrating 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Developing Perth's (Australian) 
manufacturing industry 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth 
centres 
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The place has cultural significance as the site of the Washing Bros Furniture Factory, built 1922, and destroyed 
by fire in 1953.  
The site represents the Washing family legacy, and the way, with their Chinese heritage, they overcame 
systemic racism and showed resilience by achieving success in business. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has cultural significance as the site of the Washing Bros Furniture Factory, built 1922, and destroyed 
by fire in 1953. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The site represents the Washing family legacy, and the way, with their Chinese heritage, they overcame 
systemic racism and showed resilience by achieving success in business. 
 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition  
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Building  Fabric Authenticity NA 
 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

E          - Historic Site 
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