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Street Address 52 Ord Street, WEST PERTH WA 6005

Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 52 Ord Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 16075
COP Property Key 176279
Property Titles Lot 1002 DP 53866

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Individual Building or Group

28/03/2023

13/03/2001

25/01/2004

No
No

01/05/2006 TRIM ID 48589/06 Original
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Original Construction Year 1910 (1908 - 1912)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building
Integrity - Summary Low

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

This is a single level building originally a residential dwelling. The bullnose iron verandah is supported by ornate
timber posts with timber fretwork and brackets. The corbelled - brick chimney retain their terracotta pots and
stucco render to the heads. It has a combination hipped and gable roof. The half-timber effect in the gable has
rough caste render and roof ventilation built into gable face. Additions include modern paver in local stone.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

The building was constructed in 1905 for Frank Allum who was the Chief Clerk and Accountant at the Perth
Mint. He worked for the Royal Mint (London) and travelled to WA to help set up the Perth Mint. He held other
roles at the Mint until his retirement in 1928. In 1910 Robert H and Agnes Robertson, and their children lived in
the house. After Robert’s death in 1912 Agnes moved to another property. Agnes was a teacher and was the
Vice President of the WA Teachers’ Union in 1941.She was the second female Senator for WA in 1949.After the
Robertson family left the property it was occupied by various people until the 1950s. More recently it has been
used as office space.

West Perth developed as suburban residential area in the late 1890's. From its inception it had the
characteristics of a quality neighbourhood. Proximity to the city centre and Kings Park (then known as Perth
Park), and the elevated location which provided healthy site drainage as well as cooling breezes and views over
the city and hills. The area had social status already associated with addresses in nearby Mount Street and
access to the city's piped water system. The area was subdivided into large residential lots for development and
proceed accordingly.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 107 Settlements
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is significant for its associations with Frank Ernest Allum (who commissioned its construction, and
who was its first resident), Chief Clerk and Accountant at the Royal Mint (Perth) from his arrival in Western
Australia in 1898, the Superintendent of the Mint from 1919, and, Deputy Master from 1925 until his retirement
in 1928. Allum was also a well-known and significant figure in Perth’s literary, scientific and artistic circles.

The place is significant for its associations with Robert and Agnes Robertson, who lived at the place between
1910 and 1912.

Robert H. Robertson, a journalist, was at the time of his appointment (at 29), the youngest editor of a major
newspaper ever appointed in Western Australia.

Agnes Robertson was a primary school teacher for almost thirty years, and was part of the executive of the
W.A. Teachers’ Union; the first Western Australian woman lay preacher in the Presbyterian Church; held high
office in the Liberal and Country League of Western Australia: was elected (in 1949) as the first Liberal and
Country League Senator, and the second woman Senator for Western Australia; was the first woman Senator
for the Country Party (1955); and was a strong advocate for the protection of Australia’s built heritage.

The place has rarity value in the City of Perth, as one of a diminishing number of intact Federation-era former
residences, which has been retained on its original lot.

The place has aesthetic value as a fine example of a single-storey residence designed in the Federation
Bungalow style, characterised by its a picturesque form, dominant hipped and gable roof forms, tall masonry
chimneys, and deep shady verandahs.

The place is important in contributing to the streetscape of Ord Street, and forms part of an intact group of
former residences of similar age, quality and style, including No. 50, immediately adjacent to the east, the Celtic
Club at No.48, and No. 51, on the opposite corner.

The place is significant in reflecting the way of life of middle class and professional families living in West Perth
in the first half of the twentieth century.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is significant in reflecting the way of life of middle class and professional families living in West Perth
in the first half of the twentieth century.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place has rarity value in the City of Perth, as one of a diminishing number of intact Federation-era former
residences, which has been retained on its original lot.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place has aesthetic value as a fine example of a single-storey residence designed in the Federation
Bungalow style, characterised by its a picturesque form, dominant hipped and gable roof forms, tall masonry
chimneys, and deep shady verandahs.

The place is important in contributing to the streetscape of Ord Street, and forms part of an intact group of
former residences of similar age, quality and style, including No. 50, immediately adjacent to the east, the Celtic
Club at No.48, and No. 51, on the opposite corner.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is significant for its associations with Frank Ernest Allum (who commissioned its construction, and
who was its first resident), Chief Clerk and Accountant at the Royal Mint (Perth) from his arrival in Western
Australia in 1898, the Superintendent of the Mint from 1919, and, Deputy Master from 1925 until his retirement
in 1928. Allum was also a well-known and significant figure in Perth’s literary, scientific and artistic circles.

The place is significant for its associations with Robert and Agnes Robertson, who lived at the place between
1910 and 1912. Robert H. Robertson, a journalist, was at the time of his appointment (at 29), the youngest
editor of a major newspaper ever appointed in Western Australia. Agnes Robertson was a primary school
teacher for almost thirty years, and was part of the executive of the W.A. Teachers’ Union; the first Western
Australian woman lay preacher in the Presbyterian Church; held high office in the Liberal and Country League of
Western Australia: was elected (in 1949) as the first Liberal and Country League Senator, and the second
woman Senator for Western Australia; was the first woman Senator for the Country Party (1955); and was a
strong advocate for the protection of Australia’s built heritage.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as there is evidence of restoration and
adaptation.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Considerable — Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality.

REFERENCES

Visual Assessment;
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;
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Former Residence, 52 Ord Street, Assessment of Cultural Heritage Significance, 2005, Palassis Architects.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date
Last modified Date
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