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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Cathedral of St Constantine & St Helene
Street Address 20-24 Parker Street, NORTHBRIDGE WA 6003
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 20-24 Parker Street; 18 Parker Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 4641

COP Property Key 175880

Property Titles Lot 6 P 1067, Lot 7 P 1067, Lot 5 P 1067, Lot 8 P 1067, Lot 4 P 1067,
Lot 9 P 1067

PLACE DETAILS |

Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/01/1996 TRIM ID P1709126 Original
Original Construction Year 1936 (1936 - 1936)
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Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - General Use Religious

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Present - General Use Religious

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Integrity - Summary High

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Romanesque

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Large Romanesque-style Church with twin towers, tiled domes and large arched openings to front facade. Style
typical of Church architecture in south eastern Europe.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta

Architect F J Deacon & Co.; Oldham Boas & Edwin Brown
Builder F J Deacon & Co.; Oldham Boas & Edwin Brown

Other Associations

HISTORY

The Cathedral was constructed in 1936, paid for largely by contributions from members of the Castellorigian
Association.

The church design was based on the Saint Constantine and Helena Church on the island of Kastellorigo -
birthplace of many of the community's pioneers. The alter facade was painted by local Greek artist, Vlase
Zanalis.

The church was consecrated on 18 April 1937 by Metropolitan Timotheo, Archimandrite and Rev Father
Manessis who served as priest from 1925 to 1955. Northbridge is an inner suburban area, named because it is
just north of Perth across the railway bridge. It was approved as a suburb name in 1982.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Peopling Australia - 2.4.5 Changing the face of urban Perth through migration
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.1 Preserving traditions and group memories
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was the first purpose-built Greek Orthodox Church in Western Australia, became the Orthodox
Cathedral in 1972 and St. Helene remains the spiritual focus of the Greek community in Western Australia.
The place is rare as the first of only five Greek Orthodox churches in the State, and its only Cathedral.

The place is a fine though austere example of the Byzantine style externally and the interior comprises a finely
designed series of spaces of a high order of aesthetic value.

The place was built in 1936-37 with funds raised by the comparatively small Greek Orthodox community in a
period of considerable building activity following the Great Depression and is highly valued by the State’s Greek
Orthodox community for its long religious, spiritual and social associations with that community.

The place was designed by Oldham Boas Ednie-Brown, a prominent Western Australian firm of architects, and
the much of the interior iconography was completed by Castellorizian born and well-known Western Australian
artist, Vlase Zanalis.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was the first purpose-built Greek Orthodox Church in Western Australia, became the Orthodox
Cathedral in 1972 and St. Helene remains the spiritual focus of the Greek community in Western Australia.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare as the first of only five Greek Orthodox churches in the State, and its only Cathedral.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place was built in 1936-37 with funds raised by the comparatively small Greek Orthodox community in a
period of considerable building activity following the Great Depression and is highly valued by the State’s Greek
Orthodox community for its long religious, spiritual and social associations with that community.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine though austere example of the Byzantine style externally and the interior comprises a finely
designed series of spaces of a high order of aesthetic value.

The place was designed by Oldham Boas Ednie-Brown, a prominent Western Australian firm of architects, and
the much of the interior iconography was completed by Castellorizian born and well-known Western Australian
artist, Vlase Zanalis.
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Conservation Plan 'Saints Constantine and Helena Cathedral' (December 1996) by Kevin Palassis Architects;
COP Heritage Places File 1.4

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT ‘

Initial date

Last modified Date
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