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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Solidarity Park
Street Address 1A Parliament Place, WEST PERTH WA 6005
Location Description Corner Harvest Tce & Parliament Place

Other Names
Historical Street Address 1A Parliament Place, WEST PERTH

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 15850
COP Property Key 185778
Property Titles Lot 1312 DP 35562 RESV44975 A Class

PLACE DETAILS
Place Type Urban Park

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MH]I - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004
Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan
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Original Construction Year 1997 (1997 - 1997)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Park/Reserve
Original - Specific Use
Present - General Use Park/Reserve
Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General
Architectural Style 1 Specific
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Solidarity Park, formerly known as The Workers’ Embassy, is a landscaped park containing five memorial
structures. There are five memorials, two pergolas, two barbecues, various mature and immature trees, garden
beds, a flagpole and two types of lights. Three of the memorials are located on the perimeter of the site. These
include the People’s Wall, The Wall of Remembrance and the Fountain for Youth. The Commemorative Rock
and Mark Allen memorials are located facing each other just inside the east and west boundaries. The shelters
are located inside the northern and southern boundaries.

See Register of Heritage Places - Assessment documentation

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Colourbond
Architect

Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Solidarity Park, formerly known as The Workers’ Embassy, is a landscaped park containing five memorial
structures. All structures in the park were constructed in 1997 during the six-month trade union occupation of the
site as part of the Third Wave Campaign against industrial relations legislation reform proposed by Richard
Court’s coalition government.

In 1997 as a response to proposed Industrial Relations legislation which sought to limit union activity in
workplaces a Worker's Embassy was established at Parliament House. After being moved on by the police a
site located opposite Parliament House was chosen. This site was part road reserve of the Perth City Council
and part A class Reserve vested in the State Government. The site was pegged using a prospector’s licence. A
caravan and other temporary structures were put on the site and it became the base for the Union’s protests.
Structures were added to the place to reflect the unions who were on the site and a barbeque dedicated to a
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union official who died while inspecting a worksite. The unions left the site in November 1997.1t has been used
for annual events such as May Day and as a protest site since 1997.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 401 Government and politics
4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

5. Working - 5.2 Organizing workers and workplaces
7. Governing - 7.2.1 Protesting
9. Marking the Phases of Life - 9.7.2 Mourning the dead

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place was created in reaction to the Third Wave Campaign, a union protest against extensive change to
Industrial Relations legislation in Western Australia and was occupied continually for over six months during
these 1997 protests.

The place is highly valued by the union community and contributes to their sense of place as it reflects bonds of
solidarity and united union defiance against Richard Court’s Coalition Government policy in 1997.

The place contains the largest concentration of labour monuments in Western Australia and, together with the
Tom Edwards Memorial in Fremantle and is one of only two labour monument sites in Western Australia.

The place is valued by parts of the community as a commemorative and protest site.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place was created in reaction to the Third Wave Campaign, a union protest against extensive change to
Industrial Relations legislation in Western Australia and was occupied continually for over six months during
these 1997 protests.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place contains the largest concentration of labour monuments in Western Australia and, together with the
Tom Edwards Memorial in Fremantle and is one of only two labour monument sites in Western Australia.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is highly valued by the union community and contributes to their sense of place as it reflects bonds of
solidarity and united union defiance against Richard Court’s Coalition Government policy in 1997.The place is
valued by parts of the community as a commemorative and protest site.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

inherit

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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