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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Anglican Girls' Orphanage (fmr) 

Street Address "DEPT OF HOUSING", 99 Plain Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description  

Other Names Fisheries & Wildlife Department; Heritage Council of WA 

Historical Street Address 99 Plain Street; 108 Adelaide Terrace  

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2159 

COP Property Key 175446 

Property Titles Lot 23 D 67327 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1898; 1902 (1898 - 1902) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Institutional Housing 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A two storied building with steeply pitched roof, half-timbered gable and dormer window.  Ground level 
distinguished by loggia with single-pointed arches and label moulds.  Brick and iron building with rendered 
bands and large chimneys with brick corbelling. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume  

Architect Wilkinson & Smith 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Perth Girls' Orphanage (fmr) has an historical link with the 1864 orphanage established on the same site. Perth 
Girls' Orphanage (fmr) is important as the first purpose built Anglican orphanage in Western Australia. As such it 
has a close association with the treatment of orphans and the provision of social services at the end of the 
nineteenth century and during the early years of the twentieth century in Western Australia.(Ref State heritage 
Assessment document)In 1868 the first Girls’ orphanage was established on the site using cottages that were 
purchased by the Church. Due to increase in numbers boys were moved to the Swan Boy’s Orphanage in 
Middle Swan. As the number of girls at the orphanage increased, a new building was required. It was built in two 
stages, the first was completed in 1899 which included the east wing and chapel and the second was completed 
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in 1904 with the completion of the west wing. The orphanage was closed during World War Two as it was close 
to East Perth power station and all children were moved to Middle Swan. The building was used by the Army 
until 1949. Ownership was transferred to the State and it was used for offices for State government 
departments. 
Internal layout of the building was changed to suit the office requirements. Buildings around the site were 
demolished including the original cottages. Some restoration has been undertaken to the building. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities  
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 
4. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.3 Developing Institutions 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is important as the first purpose built Anglican orphanage in Western Australia. Subsequent changes 
to, and upgrading of, the fabric of the building represent response to changing ideals of child health care and 
sanitation in the second half of the nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth century.  
The building has historical associations with the provision of social services within the State by the Anglican 
Church. 
The place is important to the community, originally as an orphanage and, subsequently, for its historical and 
aesthetic value. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is important as the first purpose built Anglican orphanage in Western Australia. Subsequent changes 
to, and upgrading of, the fabric of the building represent response to changing ideals of child health care and 
sanitation in the second half of the nineteenth century and the early years of the twentieth century. 
The building has historical associations with the provision of social services within the State by the Anglican 
Church. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is important to the community, originally as an orphanage and, subsequently, for its historical and 
aesthetic value. 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Largely as originally constructed with detail 
intact. Some changes internally. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

 COP Heritage Places File 3.84/108;  
Conservation Plan Perth Girls' School (Fmr), (May 1997) by Palassis Architects;  
HCWA Assessment 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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