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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Chemistry Centre (fmr) 

Street Address 110 Plain Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 101 

Other Names Chemical Laboratory 

Historical Street Address 110 Plain Street, 100 Plain Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 10612 

COP Property Key 202196 

Property Titles Lot 101 DP 401750 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 18/01/2019 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1952 - 1985 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Scientific 

Original - Specific Use Laboratory 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Post-War (c.1940-1960)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Face brick building with tall brick chimney and iron roof, which is partially obscured. Prismatic form with mostly 
uninterrupted surfaces. Small horizontal window band in lower half of the external wall. The building has 
similarities to those of Dudok and to Summerhayes’ Civil Hotel. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect A.E. (Paddy) Clare 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Government Chemical Laboratory was designed by the Public Works Department of WA in 1940. The 
building replaced the previous facility in Wellington Street which had become unsuitable. The new site in Hay 
Street was already owned by the State Government and was chosen due to the lack of vibration in the ground 
which was an issue at the former location. Construction began in 1940 and the building was operational in 1942. 
It was officially opened in 1944. The building was extended in 1947 to accommodate all the additional functions 
and staff. A new laboratory building was constructed on the site in 1952. The laboratory was used to test 
physical and chemical samples for State Government departments. These included Department of Mines, 
Agriculture and for the police. In 2009 the functions of the building were transferred to a new facility at Curtin 
University in Bentley. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 110 Resource exploitation and depletion 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
3. Occupations - 303 Mining (including mineral processing) 
3. Occupations - 309 Rural industry 
3. Occupations - 309 Technology & technological processes 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & science 
4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.5.3 Developing agricultural industries 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.14 Developing an Australian engineering and 
construction industry 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.17 Inventing devices 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The Materials Science Building is rare in Western Australia for its design, which strongly emulates the 
international architectural style developed by Dutch architect W.M. Dudock, especially in its external form, 
massing and detail. 
The place was the principal technical centre of the Government Chemical Laboratories (and its successive 
reorganisations) from 1942 to 2009, and through its scientific work contributed to the development of Western 
Australia’s mineral & petroleum resources and agriculture in the post-World War Two era, demonstrating the 
value of chemical analysis to successive State Governments in the post-World War Two era. 
The Materials Science Building is a good representative example of the early influence Modern Movement in 
State public works under the direction of Principal Architect A.E. (Paddy) Clare. 
The place’s laboratories and apparatus demonstrate facilities available in the Western Australian Government 
Chemical Laboratories (and its successive reorganisations) between 1942 and 2009. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was the principal technical centre of the Government Chemical Laboratories (and its successive 
reorganisations) from 1942 to 2009, and through its scientific work contributed to the development of Western 
Australia’s mineral & petroleum resources and agriculture in the post-World War Two era, demonstrating the 
value of chemical analysis to successive State Governments in the post-World War Two era. 
The place’s laboratories and apparatus demonstrate facilities available in the Western Australian Government 
Chemical Laboratories (and its successive reorganisations) between 1942 and 2009. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The Materials Science Building is rare in Western Australia for its design, which strongly emulates the 
international architectural style developed by Dutch architect W.M. Dudock, especially in its external form, 
massing and detail. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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The Materials Science Building is a good representative example of the early influence Modern Movement in 
State public works under the direction of Principal Architect A.E. (Paddy) Clare. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Register of Heritage Places Chemistry Centre (fmr), East Perth, 2019 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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