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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Don Aitken Centre 

Street Address "DON AITKEN CENTRE", 132 Plain Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004 

Location Description  

Other Names Main Roads Building 

Historical Street Address 132 Plain Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 26494 

COP Property Key 175456 

Property Titles Lot 773 DP 156902 RESV28712 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/05/2022 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1970 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary The place has a high degree of integrity, with its original form and the majority of 
its original building fabric intact. General office level interiors (levels 1 to 8 
inclusive) are of low integrity. 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Architectural Style 1 
General 

Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 
Specific 

Brutalist 

Architectural Style 2 
General 

 

Architectural Style 2 
Specific 

 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A ten-storey plus basement concrete government office building designed in the Late Twentieth Century 
International style, with elements of the Brutalist style, that includes a sculpture by Perth artist Margaret Priest, 
and associated entry piazza and landscaped gardens. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete - Reinforced 

Walls 2 Material Glass 

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect Oldham, Boas, Ednie-Brown & Partners 

Builder John Doust 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

   In 1926 the Main Roads Board, which was formalised as the Main Roads Department in 1930 with its own Act 
(Main Roads Act) was created to oversee the construction, access, maintenance and supervision of highways, 
main and secondary roads, and other roads in conjunction with local governments.  
During the mineral boom of the 1950s and later during the 1960s the State Government developed the 1955 
Plan for the Metropolitan Region by J A Hepburn and G Stephenson which outlined plans for the future growth 
of Perth. The Metropolitan Region Scheme was developed from this in 1963 which emphasised property 
development and modern architecture, as well as an increase in infrastructure such as a roads. The Main Roads 
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Department staff increased at this time and new technology such as computers led to the commissioning of a 
new office building. 
The building included eight floors of office space, cafeteria and recreational facilities, as well as a caretakers 
quarters. Oldham, Boas, Ednie Brown and Partners were commissioned to design the building.  
A sculpture by Perth artist Margaret Priest was commissioned for the foyer and is still used as the Main Roads 
emblem. 
In 1993 the building was named in honour of Don Aitken which was the Commissioner of Main Roads for 22 
years. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 108 Government Policy 
2. Transport and communications - 203 Road transport 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 
5. Outside influences - 507 Water, power, major transport routes 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.8.5 Moving goods and people on land 
3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.8.7 Building and maintaining roads 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1 Planning urban settlement 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.2 Supplying urban services 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place illustrates the expanding role of State Government in the development of road-based infrastructure in 
the Late Twentieth Century in response to the post-war mineral boom, and the increased need for new office 
accommodation at that time. 
The place is a good, substantial and intact representative example of a Late Twentieth Century International 
style building, with elements of the Brutalist style, which is a landmark in East Perth. 
The place is a good representative example of the work of prominent Perth architectural firm Oldham, Boas, 
Ednie-Brown & Partners in the Late Twentieth century period. 
The place is associated with Don Aitken, Commissioner of Main Roads for 22 years, and the youngest ever 
appointed at the age of 40. 
The place is associated with Master Builder H A Doust and his son John Doust whose company specialised in 
the new forms of concrete construction being developed in Perth from the 1960s, including the use of pre-
stressed and reinforced concrete, and slip-form construction. 
The place is associated with Perth artist Margaret Priest, one of the foremost figures in post-war art in Western 
Australia, whose bronze sculpture adorns the buildings foyer, the design of which remains the emblem for Main 
Roads. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place illustrates the expanding role of State Government in the development of road-based infrastructure in 
the Late Twentieth Century in response to the post-war mineral boom, and the increased need for new office 
accommodation at that time. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a good, substantial and intact representative example of a Late Twentieth Century International 
style building, with elements of the Brutalist style, which is a landmark in East Perth. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is a good representative example of the work of prominent Perth architectural firm Oldham, Boas, 
Ednie-Brown & Partners in the Late Twentieth century period. 
The place is associated with Don Aitken, Commissioner of Main Roads for 22 years, and the youngest ever 
appointed at the age of 40. 
The place is associated with Master Builder H A Doust and his son John Doust whose company specialised in 
the new forms of concrete construction being developed in Perth from the 1960s, including the use of pre-
stressed and reinforced concrete, and slip-form construction. 
The place is associated with Perth artist Margaret Priest, one of the foremost figures in post-war art in Western 
Australia, whose bronze sculpture adorns the buildings foyer, the design of which remains the emblem for Main 
Roads. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High degree of authenticity 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Main Roads Western Australia building (Don Aitken Centre) East Perth Assessment documentation 2021 
 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  
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Last modified Date  
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