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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Commercial Building 

Street Address 7-13 Queen Street, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Lot 1 D 6779, Lot 2 D 6779 

Other Names Burnells; Shop 

Historical Street Address 7-13 Queen Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 16458 

COP Property Key 175079 

Property Titles Lot 1 D 6779, Lot 2 D 6779 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area Queen Street (Proposed) 

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Contributory 

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1908 (1908 - 1908) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Warehouse 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Symmetrical two-storey commercial building in the Federation Warehouse style of architecture. The Queen 
Street elevation is the primary frontage and contains two entrances into the lower retail stores. The elevation is 
divided into three bays be semi-recessed corbelled piers, spanning three-quarters of the first-floor height from 
the ridge to the parapet. Each bay contains two recessed arched openings which span the two upper levels and 
are inlaid with timber framed windows, tongue and grove boarding and aluminium framed entrance doors and 
windows, set back from the wall plane of the façade. The first floor remains relatively intact, with the exception 
of the addition of modern signage and air-conditions units. The parapet is simply decorated with corbelling along 
the ridge and further corbelling and dentils between the semi-recessed piers. The section of arches contained 
within the first-floor elevation comprise of timber framed Diocletian (arched) windows above a spandrel of 
vertical tongue and grove boarding. Below this is a fixed timber framed window which stops short of the storey 
division. The division is expressed with a shallow awning extending past the wall plane of the building. The 
ground floor elevation has been modified to suit modern retail requirements. Traditional timber panelling and 
window and door framing has been replaced with aluminium framed doors and windows. The tiling applied to 
the ground floor piers is likely to have been added at the same time as these aluminium window insertions. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2  Material Brick - Painted 

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

There was a rapid growth in the population of Western Australia and an increase in development in the city of 
Perth as a result of the prosperity from the 1890s goldrush. Many of the residential buildings located in the inner 
city near Queen Street were replaced with commercial buildings during this time.  Queen Street was first 
established as a private road in the early 1890s and was acquired by the City of Perth in the late 1890s which 
provided more land for development close to the railway. The railway was completed in 1881 and overtook the 
river as the primary transport method.  The west end area including Queen Street, King Street, west end of 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    
  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-16458 
 

  

            
      

Page 3 of 6 
 

     

            

Murray and Hay Streets and part of Wellington Street became the location of warehouses and commercial 
buildings due to their proximity to the railway. Between 1900 and 1910 Queen changed from residential housing 
to being replaced with commercial buildings. Between World War One and the beginning of the Great 
Depression during a time of economic prosperity more commercial buildings were constructed in the inner city. 
The two storey brick commercial building at No. 7-13 was built in 1910. The first occupant was J. C. Hutton Ltd, 
ham and bacon curers. By 1930 the building had multiple tenants, including: C. Treneman engineer; Burrows 
and Co electrical heating; Frazer and Best, Freecorns Ltd Tea importers; C. J. Barnier stationer, Oddam 
Decorators sign writer; Normal L. Burnell and Co, merchants, Westralian Knitting Mills, and the Czechoslovakian 
Chamber of Commerce and Consulate - N. L. Burnell was the Consul. 
The Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plan (1942) shows four different businesses with re-entrant doors. The 
building has lost its ground floor detailing. In 2019 the building was refurbished with the assistance of a City of 
Perth grant, designed by Hassell and Taylor Robinson Chaney Broderick. Architect Fred Chaney said the grant 
of $90,000 formed only a small part of the $1.5 million restoration but ensured the building’s original brick 
exterior and tuck-pointing was kept, as well as enhancing the property’s accessibility for people with disabilities. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.13 Developing Perth's (Australian) 
manufacturing industry 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.19 Marketing & retailing 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth 
centres 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic significance as a Federation Warehouse constructed during the period of economic 
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  
It has historic significance as a commercial building that reflects the expansion and development of commerce 
and trade in the City of Perth.   
It makes a positive contribution to the Queen Street streetscape. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

It has historic significance as a commercial building that reflects the expansion and development of commerce 
and trade in the City of Perth. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has aesthetic significance as a Federation Warehouse constructed during the period of economic 
affluence and increased development that followed the gold boom.  It makes a positive contribution to the 
Queen Street streetscape. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity High 
Lost original detail at ground floor level but intact above. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
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Heritage and Conservation Professionals (2009) Queen Street Heritage Area Study - CM P1030789 (CM 
36161/16 to CM 36182/16 & CM 150486/20);  
Visual Assessment;  
Aerial photographs, Landgate;  
Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/18 State Records Office of WA);  
1999 Draft MHI, City of Perth;  
City of Perth news: https://perth.wa.gov.au/en/news-and-updates/all-news/restoration-captures-historical-
significance. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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