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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Langley Park 

Street Address "LANGLEY PARK", 103 Riverside Drive, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Address includes: Lot 565 Riverside Dr, Perth. VFL - 3/5/2011. 
Bounded by: Terrace Rd, Plain St, Riverside Dv & Victoria Ave 
Includes No 2 Low Level Pumping Station 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 103 Riverside Drive; 101 Riverside Drive; Reserve 12510 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3346 

COP Property Key 175344 

Property Titles Lot 600 DP 410810 RESV12510 A Class, Lot 601 DP 410810 
RESV12510 A Class, Lot 602 DP 410810 RESV12510 A Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Urban Open Space 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year 1920 (1918 - 1922) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Transport/Communication 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Park/Reserve 

Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 2 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Langley Park is an A Class Reserve of 11.7 ha overlooking the Swan River.  The place is bordered by Terrace 
Road to the north, Riverside Drive on the south, Victoria Avenue on the West and Plain Street on the east.  
Between 1920, when it was officially gazetted, and 1938 when it was vested in the Perth City Council, the place 
was officially referred to as Reserve 12510.  Buildings on Langley Park consist of the No 2 low level sewage 
pumping station (1913) and the changerooms and toilets (1969)  
HCWA documentation July 1998 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Langley Park consists of 11.7 hectares and was officially gazetted in 1920. The establishment of parks was 
closely linked to wealth with the result that Perth did not begin to develop comprehensive system of parks until 
after the goldrushes of the 1890's. Public debate on the lack of park land in Perth was voiced in editorials in the 
newspapers between 1875 and 1886. The provision of a network of parklands in central Perth and around the 
river were the themes central to these concerns. In 1886 following the successful reclamation of the area 
between William and Barrack Street for Esplanade reserve integrated system of parks along the foreshore 
reserve were proposed. After World War One Norman Brearley brought two bi planes back to Perth and 
established an airstrip on Langley Park. It was located between Victoria Avenue and Hill Street. In 1921 he 
established West Australian Airways Ltd and began an airmail and passenger service between Geraldton and 
Derby. The airfield was used until 1924 when an aerodrome opened in Maylands. In 1960 the reserve was 
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developed, with new plantings of olive trees and furniture added. Sports facilities were built in 1969 and in 1977 
hockey and rugby grounds established. Langley Park is used for large community and sports events. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
2. Transport & communications - 205 Air transport 
2. Transport & communications - 206 Mail services 
4. Social & civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
4. Social & civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 604 Innovators 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.2 Adapting to diverse environments 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11.2 Reclaiming land 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.2 Supplying urban services (power, transport, fire prevention, roads, 
water, light & sewerage) 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.1 Playing and watching organised sport 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is very highly valued for both social and cultural associations, as the venue for a large number of both 
organised and informal activities, including a wide range of sporting and leisure activities, exhibitions and 
displays, and for its association with aircraft and motor rally events. 
The place was part of the ongoing reclamation of the Swan River foreshore to create a network of public open 
spaces and river amenities aimed at linking the city environment to the river, and is a continuation of the vision 
for the foreshore developed in the 1880s, which encompassed the ideals of the City Beautiful Planning 
Movement. 
The place has considerable historic value as the site of Perth’s first aerodrome between 1920 and 1924. It is 
associated with aviator Major Norman Brearley who established Western Australian Airways in 1921 and flew 
the first regular air mail service in Australia departing from this site. 
Although it no longer serves as a regular airfield, the place has been in continuous use as a landing strip since 
1920 and is now used by intermittent air services such as RAAF Caribou aircraft transporting accident victims to 
Perth. 
The place is the site of the No. 2 Low Level Sewage Pumping Station which, as well as being part of Perth’s 
first sewerage system, is an example of fine craftsmanship and design in a utilitarian structure. 
The place, since its reclamation, has provided an open ‘green’ space with river views for city workers, residents 
and visitors, and contributes significantly to the Perth community’s sense of place.  
The Narrows Interchange, Esplanade Reserve, Supreme Court Gardens, Barrack Square and Langley Park 
collectively define the southern edge of the city and provide contrasting qualities in the stretch of public space 
adjacent to the Swan River. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was part of the ongoing reclamation of the Swan River foreshore to create a network of public open 
spaces and river amenities aimed at linking the city environment to the river, and is a continuation of the vision 
for the foreshore developed in the 1880s, which encompassed the ideals of the City Beautiful Planning 
Movement. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is very highly valued for both social and cultural associations, as the venue for a large number of both 
organised and informal activities, including a wide range of sporting and leisure activities, exhibitions and 
displays, and for its association with aircraft and motor rally events. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is the site of the No. 2 Low Level Sewage Pumping Station which, as well as being part of Perth’s first 
sewerage system, is an example of fine craftsmanship and design in a utilitarian structure. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity The buildings have a high level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;  
Assessment Documentation Register of Heritage Places Langley Park, 2011 

 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  
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Last modified Date  
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