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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name West Australian Rowing Club Boat Shed 

Street Address "WA ROW CLUB BOATSHED", 171 Riverside Drive, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 171 Riverside Drive 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2090 

COP Property Key 177043 

Property Titles Easement 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings MRA2 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1905 (additional works undertaken up to 1997) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Sports Building 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Sports Building 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A two-storey building, originally with a simple rectangular plan with the only variation being the single storey 
lean-to that ran for the length of the west side of the building. By 1992 the function room that is on the upper 
level had been extended towards the west. The building was extended on both its east and west sides as part of 
works undertaken between 1994 and 1997.The west side of the building was also altered so that east and west 
faces of the building now match each other. The south side balcony that was missing in 1992 was reconstructed 
as part of the recent works. The entry bridge to the building has been extended in width to match the full width 
of the north face of the building. The building stands on circular concrete stumps. The original timber stumps are 
encased within the new concrete work. The upstairs function area has been reconfigured and has now been 
extended on both its east and west sides. Parts of the original walling were removed from within the room as 
part of the overall widening of the space. The alterations also included the installation of a new bar and toilet 
facilities. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Timber 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Department of Marine & Harbours – Previous owner (until 2008); WARC 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Western Australian Rowing Club (WARC) was established in 1868 as the first Rowing Club in the colony. 
Prior to the construction of the existing building in 1905, the club operated from a timber single storey boatshed 
at the foot of Barrack Street. The rowing clubs were a focus for not only recreational use by also for the 
entertainment and social activities of the residents of Perth at the turn of the century. The design of the new 
boatshed is attributed to Felix Whitwell who was said to be a club member and acted as honorary architect for 
the building. The two storey, timber framed/weatherboard building with a corrugated galvanised iron roof was 
built on timber piles over the river just east of Barrack Street. The new boatshed was built soon after the 
redevelopment of the old Barrack Street waterfront to form Barrack or Union Jack Square as it was known then. 
The new boatshed was financed with 10 pound debentures purchased by club members and when it was 
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completed contributed to the collection of buildings along the foreshore described as the “little colony of club 
houses at the foot of Barrack Street.” The WARC has remained in its original context for the addition on the 
western side, of a section of upper floor ‘lean to’ accommodation over part of the original lower floor ‘lean to’. 
The last 40 years saw the condition of the boatshed deteriorate, particularly the timber piles and external 
weatherboards. In the 1990s funds were raised jointly from a number of organisations, which ensured the 
boatshed returned to its original glory. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social & civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
4. Social & civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural life - 8.1.1 Playing and watching organised sport 
8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural life - 8.5 Forming Associations 
8. Developing Perth (Australia's) Cultural life - 8.5.4 Pursuing common leisure interests 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is the only surviving building on the Perth Swan River foreshore from a period in the first hundred 
years of the colony when river activities were a focus for the business, recreational and social life of the city. 
The place is the only remaining example of two storey piled timber boatshed architecture on the river and is 
representative of its building type and the turn of the century period. 
The place provides an architectural and historic statement within the Barrack St Jetty and river foreshore 
developments. 
The place has been in continuous use since its construction in 1905 as a rowing boatshed and club house 
providing recreational social facilities for its members and other sections of the Perth community. 
The place houses the first established rowing club in Western Australia (established in 1868).The place is 
significant to the development and activities of the State’s rowing fraternity and for the association of the Club 
with prominent members of the community throughout its history. 
The place is significant in contributing to the Perth community’s sense of place through social, cultural and 
recreational use of the site. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has been in continuous use since its construction in 1905 as a rowing boatshed and club house 
providing recreational social facilities for its members and other sections of the Perth community. 
The place houses the first established rowing club in Western Australia (established in 1868). 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is the only surviving building on the Perth Swan River foreshore from a period in the first hundred 
years of the colony when river activities were a focus for the business, recreational and social life of the city. 
The place is the only remaining example of two storey piled timber boatshed architecture on the river and is 
representative of its building type and the turn of the century period 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is significant to the development and activities of the State’s rowing fraternity and for the association 
of the Club with prominent members of the community throughout its history. 
The place is significant in contributing to the Perth community’s sense of place through social, cultural and 
recreational use of the site. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place provides an architectural and historic statement within the Barrack St Jetty and river foreshore 
developments. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity The fabric of the building appears to be in a good condition. The building 
underwent an extensive reconstruction, restoration and building program 
between 1994 and 1997 and since then appears to have benefited from a 
regular maintenance program. The south side (the river side) is set just 
above water level and is in a very poor condition. 
In 2015, works to reconstruct and extend the existing boat deck and jetty 
were approved. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

MRA: Central Perth Heritage Inventory - March 2016;  
City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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