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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Victoria Gardens 

Street Address "FORESHORE & VICTORIA GARDENS", 10 Royal Street, EAST PERTH 
WA  6004 

Location Description Corner Trafalgar RoadLot 1116 P 22006 RESV45405 A Class 

Other Names Victoria Park; Public Garden 

Historical Street Address 10 Royal Street; Trafalgar Road 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 16816 

COP Property Key 177571 

Property Titles Lot 1116 P 22006 RESV45405 A Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Urban Open Space 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1875 (1875 - 1875) 
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Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Park/Reserve 

Original - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Present - General Use Park/Reserve 

Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A public garden established in the late 1870's, comprising a number of significant mature trees, including a 
Bunya Pine; Norfolk Pines; and two Washington Palms. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Victorian Gardens is a site with cultural significance for Nyoongar people, situated over the Registered 
Aboriginal Site (ID3694) ‘Claisebrook Camp’ a recognised camp and water source. The site is protected under 
the ‘Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972.’ Early town plans shows that Government Gardens was set out on the eastern 
end, around Claisebrook and Matagarup. It was reported in 1877 that the Governor, Sir William Robinson “had a 
strong opinion in favour of the establishment of Botanical Gardens in Perth, and fixed upon Victoria Park as their 
site… the citizens were delighted at the idea of the removal of the stigma of our being the only Australian colony 
without such a place of resort. A gardener was employed to lay out the grounds, a lodge built, and a carriage 
road made. But, alas for the gardens, Governor Ord comes upon the scene, and I now hear that a sum of £200 
is to be spent, after which the Park is to be handed over to the tender mercies of that august body the City 
Council, who, from lack of funds will doubtless allow the Park to return to its original state of bush.”(The Western 
Australian Times, 27 August 1878 p 2. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2979734)Within six months it was 
reported that Victoria Park was a waste ground consisting of: “two little mounds by the side of the river and 
which are divided from each other by a small gully. The one mound is composed of white sand and is entirely 
destitute of vegetation, with the exception of two stunted raspberry jam trees, the other mound has the 
appearance of being a deserted brick field and has on it no vegetation whatever. The grounds are entered from 
the road by a carriage drive which winds round the sandhill. About twenty yards from the road the sandhill 
abruptly dips towards the river, and between the hill, or rather mound, and the river is a strip of ground about 
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half an acre in extent laid down with couch grass. Here the 'Park' assumes a more cheerful appearance. On the 
edge of the hill are four or five red gum saplings, while on the grass plot below are three aged trunks of trees, 
four stunted aloes, five geraniums in kerosene pots, two rustic seats, one rustic table, and one dilapidated arbor 
frame. The Park here has very much the appearance of a humble tea garden which at one time enjoyed a little 
custom, but which has been given up owing to the death of the proprietor or the greater attractions of younger 
rivals. But - to call such a place a "Park" is simply to provoke ridicule.” (The Herald, 22 February 1879 p 2. 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110471417)The Botanical Gardens were established at Stirling Gardens, and 
seemingly Victoria Park became neglected. In the 1890s, thousands of loads of loam were carted from the old 
mulberry plantation and Victoria Park to create Queen’s Gardens, which was formed out of the former 
Government Brickfields. 
The site of the former Victoria Park then served as the City Council’s plant nursery. (Sunday Times, 27 Sep 
1925, p. 10. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58225739) The location was the Claisebrook Camp site for 
Whadjuk Nyoongar and other Aboriginals visiting Perth during the time when the City imposed a Prohibited Area 
over the City. Much of East Perth was outside of the curfew boundary, and thus became a haven for Aboriginal 
people in the period 1927-1954. Victoria Gardens comprises of many mature trees, some of which were planted 
in the late 1880s. These trees including Norfolk Island pine, Bunya pine, London Plane trees and a Southern 
Mahogany (Woolly Butt), survived many years as the park transitioned from a long forgotten and neglected 
public garden surrounded by the light industrial precinct, through to the redevelopment and transformation of the 
park in the 1990s.By 1996 the site was rehabilitated as part of the successful East Perth redevelopment project, 
and a dedication ceremony was part of a carnival held in the gardens to celebrate. Richard Lewis, WA Planning 
Minister in 1996 said Victoria Gardens ‘would be an enduring asset for the City and its people.’ In addition he 
paid tribute to the close association of Aboriginal people with the river at East Perth, describing Victoria Gardens 
as ‘a place of plenty’ and ‘where they did not go hungry or thirsty or wander aimlessly in search of a place to 
camp.’ (https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Court/1996/04/Victoria-Gardens-(East-Perth)-dedicated-
to-City-of-Perth.aspx)A series of significant artworks have been incorporated during the gardens’ 
redevelopment. The artwork found in Victoria Gardens includes six items from the East Perth Art trail. Three of 
these 6 celebrate the Indigenous history and culture of the area including: • ‘Charnock Woman’ by Jenny 
Dawson, Sandra Hill and Miv Egan, a 25 metre pavement mosaic that tells the Bibbulmun Dreamtime story of 
the evil Charnock Woman who used her hair to trap children.• Illa Kuri, by Toogarr Morrison a winding pathway 
along the while riverbank that describes the chain of lakes and wetlands that stretched across the landscape 
before the city was built.• Yoondoorup Boorna, by Alma Toomath, an old river gum, that had to be removed for 
the East Perth Redevelopment, and was treated and returned to the site at the request of the Nyoongar people. 
There is also 14-metre-long niche wall mural in the limestone colonnade beside the Claisebrook Cove by 
Joanna Lefroy Capelle which depicts the history and development of East Perth. Another feature is a limestone 
lookout, the Observatory, which represents the six Nyoongar communities that lived on the edge of the Swan 
River. 
Further enriching the cultural heritage value of the Victoria Gardens is the resident population of Quenda or 
Southern Brown Bandicoots. These medium sized ground dwelling marsupials are living and successfully 
breeding in Victoria Gardens less than 2km from the Perth CBD. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 102 Aboriginal occupation 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Beeloo's (Perth, Asutralia's) first inhabitants 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.2 Adapting to diverse environments 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.6.2 Displacing Aboriginal people 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.11 Altering the environment 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life 
8.1.3 Developing public parks & gardens 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life 
8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place sits over an Aboriginal Registered site ‘Claisebrook Camp’ and has high cultural heritage value to the 
Whadjuk Nyoongar people. 
The place has historic value for its origins as a public park created in the 1870s and while neglected and used 
for a short time for the City’s plant nursery in the intervening years, it has been revitalised in the 1990s to its 
original purpose. 
The place has historic and aesthetic value for the mature trees that have survived since the c. 1880s. 
The place provides amenity, an environment for native animals, and is valued by the local community. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value for its origins as a public park created in the 1870s and while neglected and used 
for a short time for the City’s plant nursery in the intervening years, it has been revitalised in the 1990s to its 
original purpose. 
The place has historic and aesthetic value for the mature trees that have survived since the c. 1880s. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place sits over an Aboriginal Registered site ‘Claisebrook Camp’ and has high cultural heritage value to the 
Whadjuk Nyoongar people. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has historic and aesthetic value for the mature trees that have survived since the c. 1880s. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place provides amenity, an environment for native animals, and is valued by the local community. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Some/moderate – Category 3 - Contributes to the heritage of the locality. 
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The Western Australian Times, 27 August 1878 p 2. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article2979734;  
The Herald, 22 February 1879 p 2. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article110471417;  
Sunday Times, 27 Sep 1925, p. 10. http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article58225739; 
https://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/Pages/Court/1996/04/Victoria-Gardens-(East-Perth)-dedicated-to-City-
of-Perth.aspx;  
AHIS database;  
Visual assessment; 
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