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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Education Department Headquarters 

Street Address "MINISTRY OF TRAINING", 151 Royal Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 925 DP 183799 RESV36537 C Class, Lot 935 DP 183934 
RESV36537 C Class 

Other Names Education Department HQ; Ministry of Training; Education 
Department Headquarters; 'Silver City' 

Historical Street Address 151 Royal Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 16494 

COP Property Key 175592 

Property Titles Lot 925 DP 183799 RESV36537 C Class, Lot 935 DP 183934 
RESV36537 C Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1982 (1982 - 1982) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Nine storey building administrative building distinguished by curved form.  Re-inforced concrete frame structure 
expressed.  Glazed curtain wall. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Metal 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Metal 

Architect Cameron Chisholm Nicol 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Although East Perth was included on the plan for Perth from earliest colonial surveys, the area remained 
substantially undeveloped until the period of expansion that accompanied the gold rush. Part of the area had 
also been designated for cemetery purposes, and from the 1860s East Perth developed as an industrial area 
when brickworks were established in the area. Later an abattoir and the gas works were amongst the industries 
established. The presence of industries provided employment but also reduced the general attractiveness of the 
area for residential purposes. The location where the building was erected was a mix of early twentieth century 
housing and industry. In the mid-late 1970s the government proposed a new office headquarters for the 
Education Department. From 1979-1982 the building was constructed to a design by Cameron Chisholm and 
Nicol architects. This building became popularly known as ‘Silver City’ due to its appearance. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 403 Law and order 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building systems of higher education 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has aesthetic significance as good example of contemporary architecture from the 1980s and is a 
local landmark.  
It is a representative example of the work of architectural firm Cameron Chisholm Nicol. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has aesthetic significance as good example of contemporary architecture from the 1980s and is a 
local landmark. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

It is a representative example of the work of architectural firm Cameron Chisholm Nicol. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
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HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Largely as originally constructed with detail intact. High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Visual Assessment,  
State Library of Western Australia photographs (224162PD, 325480PD, 224404PD);  
Metropolitan Water Supply Survey plans (Cons 4156/56 State Records Office of WA). 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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