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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Lawson Flats

Street Address "LAWSON", Unit 31-104/2 Sherwood Court, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names Lawson Apartment Building

Historical Street Address 2 Sherwood Court

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2092
COP Property Key 175148
Property Titles Lot 1-35 SP 14674

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/08/2008 TRIM ID 99030/08 - Draft;
01/12/2008 TRIM ID P1600838 Original
Original Construction Year 1937 (1937 - 1937)

Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block
Present - General Use Residential

Present - Specific Use Flats/Apartment Block
Integrity - Summary High

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Commercial Palazzo

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Large multi-storied apartment building with symmetrical stone facade and simplified classical idioms.

Walls 1 Material Stone - Sandstone

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta

Architect CML Insurance; Concrete Construction (WA) Ltd; Hennessy & Hennessy;
Karrakatta Club (est 1894); Pert

Builder CML Insurance; Concrete Construction (WA) Ltd; Hennessy & Hennessy;

Karrakatta Club (est 1894); Pert

Other Associations

HISTORY

The building was constructed in 1937 by the Colonial Mutual Life Assurance Society. The design was prepared
by Melbourne architects Hennessy, Hennessy and Company with Perth architect Reginald Summerhayes. The
construction of the Lawson Flats was a key part of an intensive building program which signalled that the
building industry in Perth had recovered from the economic depression in the first half of the 1930s. The building
included a restaurant, laundry and caretaker’s flat on the ground floor. The Perth Club was located on the first
and second floors, which was then occupied by the Karrakatta Club, a private women’s club. The other floors
comprised of residential flats.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME
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1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 111 Depression and boom
3. Occupations - 306 Domestic activities

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms and busts
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Building and designing fine buildings

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburb

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a rare example in Perth of a late 1930s, multi-storey, inner-city residential development.

The place is a fine example of Inter-War Commercial Palazzo style.

The massive, grand, form of the place is a city landmark, and specifically makes an important contribution to the
streetscape of Sherwood Court and The Esplanade.

The apartment building is valued by the community for the prestigious calibre and diversity of its occupants.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is a rare example in Perth of a late 1930s, multi-storey, inner-city residential development.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The apartment building is valued by the community for the prestigious calibre and diversity of its occupants.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine example of Inter-War Commercial Palazzo style. The massive, grand, form of the place is a
city landmark, and specifically makes an important contribution to the streetscape of Sherwood Court and The
Esplanade.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

Heritage 1D-2092 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 3 of 6



GITY HFJPEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as the building retains original external and internal
detailing.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 214, 276. by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J;
COP Heritage Places File 1.12/78;

City of Perth - Draft Municipal Heritage Inventory, 2001;

Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Lawson Flats, 1995

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT ‘

Initial date

Last modified Date
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