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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Alexander Forrest Statue 

Street Address  

Location Description Corner Barrack Street, St. George's Terrace 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address St George's Tce 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2103 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles  
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Other Structure 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  
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Original Construction Year  (1903) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Original - Specific Use Statue 

Present - General Use Monument/Cemetery 

Present - Specific Use Statue 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The bronze statue of Alexander Forrest is larger than life-size, the original clay model was reported to be 6ft 10 
inches in height. The statue is mounted on a pedestal of Donnybrook Stone with the whole measuring 
approximately 5127mm. The pedestal is square in shape (approx 1700mm) with classic derived decorative 
motifs to the cornice and base. The inscription states: This monument was erected by his friends/in memory of 
Alexander Forrest/C.M.G., M.L.A., JP/Born near Bunbury 22nd September 1849/Died at Perth 20th June 
1901/Aged 51 years/he was the first explorer of the Kimberley District, North West Australia/and represented 
that district in Parliament/for 14 years to the time of his death./He was second in command of two exploring 
expeditions from Perth to Adelaide/1870 and 1874/He was mayor of the City of Perth for 6 years/from 1892 
to1895 and from 1897 to 1900/He was the generous friend of many. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Pietro Porcelli 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Alexander Forrest was a prominent explorer, investor and politician, and younger brother of Sir John Forrest, 
Premier and Colonial Treasurer of Western Australia from 1891-1901. Although a robust man physically he died 
at the relatively young age of 51 years following complications arising from kidney problems. Forrest was well 
regarded by his friends and associates who established a committee to raise funds for a memorial in his honour. 
A decision was made to manufacture the memorial locally with the work being undertaken locally by Wilson 
Grey and Co. The firm employed sculptor Pietro Porcelli of Fremantle to produce the statue of Forrest which 
was then sent to Italy for bronze casting. The memorial was originally erected on the corner of St Georges 
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Terrace and Milligan Street and unveiled by the Premier Walter James on August 28, 1903. It was relocated to 
the present site in September 1916. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 105 Exploration and surveying 
4. Social and civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development settlements, 
towns and cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.1 Developing local government authorities 
7. Governing - 7.7.1 Providing services 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Creating visual arts 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is an excellent example of public sculpture and portrays Alexander Forrest CMG, MLC and MLA, 
prominent Western Australian explorer, politician, investor, and Mayor of Perth, in his role as explorer and 
surveyor. 
The place was crafted by Pietro Porcelli R.A, the foremost sculptor in Western Australia in the first decades of 
the twentieth century and is regarded as one of his finest works. 
The place was the first public commemorative statue erected in Perth, the first public statue in the State in 
commemoration of an individual born in Western Australia, and Porcelli’s first public sculpture in the State. 
The place is a landmark, occupying the corner of St. George’s Terrace and Barrack Street at the entrance to 
Stirling Gardens and is an integral part of the predominantly government and civic domain roughly bounded by 
Barrack, Pier and Hay Streets, and Riverside Drive. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was the first public commemorative statue erected in Perth, the first public statue in the State in 
commemoration of an individual born in Western Australia, and Porcelli’s first public sculpture in the State. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is an excellent example of public sculpture and portrays Alexander Forrest CMG, MLC and MLA, 
prominent Western Australian explorer, politician, investor, and Mayor of Perth, in his role as explorer and 
surveyor. 
The place was crafted by Pietro Porcelli R.A, the foremost sculptor in Western Australia in the first decades of 
the twentieth century and is regarded as one of his finest works. 
The place is a landmark, occupying the corner of St. George’s Terrace and Barrack Street at the entrance to 
Stirling Gardens and is an integral part of the predominantly government and civic domain roughly bounded by 
Barrack, Pier and Hay Streets, and Riverside Drive. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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