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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Concert Hall 

Street Address "CONCERT HALL", 5-7 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 5-7 St George's Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 4571 

COP Property Key 176146 

Property Titles Lot 853 P 174436 RESV30347 A Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan 01/02/2004 TRIM ID P1708237 Original Copy 1;  
01/02/2004 TRIM ID124635/08 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1973 (1973 - 1973) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Social/Recreational 

Original - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Present - General Use Social/Recreational 

Present - Specific Use Social/Recreational 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A freestanding off-form concrete building with parking area underneath.  Large vertical windows between 
concrete columns are set back under strong horizontal concrete roof element. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Concrete - Reinforced  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Concrete - Reinforced 

Architect Dr Harold Marshall; Howlett & Bailey Architects; Sabemo (WA); Sir Thomas 
Wardle 

Builder Dr Harold Marshall; Howlett & Bailey Architects; Sabemo (WA); Sir Thomas 
Wardle 

Other Associations Dr Harold Marshall; Howlett and Bailey Architects; Sabemo (WA); Sir 
Thomas Wardle 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1973 to a design by Jeffery Howlett and Don Bailey. The design was a result of 
a competition which was intended to design a new Town Hall which didn’t eventuate. A new concert hall was 
required to replace the Capitol Theatre which was sold in 1966 and was the home of WA Symphony Orchestra. 
The design by Howlett and Bailey were commissioned to design the Concert Hall building. The building was 
opened in 1973. The Concert Hall was awarded the Concrete Institute of Australia Excellence in Concrete 
Award for its use of off-form concrete.  In addition, the innovative use of white cement provides an interesting 
quality of light. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
1. Settlement & Mobility - 108 Government Policy 
3. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts 
4. Social & Civic Activity - 407 Cultural activities 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 
5. Outside influences - 506 Tourism 
6. People - 604 Innovators 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4   Creating capital cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.1 Developing local government authorities 
7. Governing - 7.7.1 Providing services 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.9 Commemorating significant events 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.1 Making music 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has provided Perth and Western Australia with a performance venue of international standard since 
1973, allowing the State to host events it could not otherwise have experienced. The place is highly valued for 
these social and cultural associations. 
The place is a fine example of Late Twentieth-Century Stripped Classical style because of its expression of 
symmetrical composition, strong horizontal roof element and peristyle like colonnade. These attributes reinforce 
a sense of occasion appropriate for a modern, civic building. 
The place demonstrates technical achievement in the fine acoustic qualities of the auditorium, which are 
recognised and appreciated by performers and patrons; since the place opened in 1973, it has been the 
principal performing venue for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. 
The place demonstrates an achievement in construction technology recognised by an award from the Concrete 
Institute of Australia and expresses fine aesthetic qualities in the colour and texture of the principal building 
material. 
The place is closely associated with architects Jeffrey Howlett and Don Bailey, who designed the place after 
winning the original design competition for a Town Hall and auditorium in 1961. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has provided Perth and Western Australia with a performance venue of international standard since 
1973, allowing the State to host events it could not otherwise have experienced. The place is highly valued for 
these social and cultural associations. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a fine example of Late Twentieth-Century Stripped Classical style because of its expression of 
symmetrical composition, strong horizontal roof element and peristyle like colonnade. These attributes reinforce 
a sense of occasion appropriate for a modern, civic building. 
The place demonstrates an achievement in construction technology recognised by an award from the Concrete 
Institute of Australia and expresses fine aesthetic qualities in the colour and texture of the principal building 
material. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is closely associated with architects Jeffrey Howlett and Don Bailey, who designed the place after 
winning the original design competition for a Town Hall and auditorium in 1961. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

The place demonstrates technical achievement in the fine acoustic qualities of the auditorium, which are 
recognised and appreciated by performers and patrons; since the place opened in 1973, it has been the 
principal performing venue for the West Australian Symphony Orchestra. 

 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is intact. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

HCWA Assessment July 1998;  
Perth Concert Hall Conservation Plan by Kelsall Binet Architects February 2004  Corporate Library 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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