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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Government House and Grounds

Street Address "GOVERNMENT HOUSE", 13 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 13 St George's Terrace

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2095
COP Property Key 176143
Property Titles Lot 1231 DP 30464 RESV1149 A Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/06/1995 TRIM ID P1701038-1 Original Copy 1;
01/06/1996 TRIM ID P1701038-2 Original Copy 2;
01/12/1996 TRIM ID P1702480 Original,
01/10/1997 TRIM ID P1703208 Original,
01/03/1998 TRIM ID P1703744 Original

Original Construction Year 1855; 1863 (1855 - 1863)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Governmental

Original - Specific Use Government Residence

Present - General Use Governmental

Present - Specific Use Government Residence

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION | |
Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Tudor
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Government House is a two-story brick building in the Victorian Tudor style. Various Picturesque elements such
as bonded brickwork, squared mullioned windows, decorated gables Jacobean ogee-roofed towers and Gothic
arcading are combined in this electric but resolved composition

Walls 1 Material Brick - Handmade

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile

Architect EYW Henderson; Hilson Beasley (Ballroom); R P Vincent & Son (1899);
Richard Roach Jewell

Builder E Y W Henderson; Hilson Beasley (Ballroom); R P Vincent & Son (1899);

Richard Roach Jewell

Other Associations

This building was constructed next to the original Government House (1834) which was demolished during the
1880's. Soon after completion of the new building, extensive alterations were carried out to suit the
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requirements of the new Governor. Major additions were constructed in 1898, these included a dining room,
supper room and billiard room. During World War 11 Government House was used as government offices.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Demographic settlement & mobility - 103 Racial contact & interaction
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict)
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements (colonisation)
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy
. Transport & communication - 201 River & sea transport
. Social & civic facilities - 401 Government & politics
. Social & civic facilities - 403 Law & order
. Social & civic facilities - 405 Sport, recreation & entertainment
. Social & civic facilities - 407 Cultural activities
. People - 601 Aboriginal people
. People - 602 Early settlers6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Peopling Australia - 2.1 Living as Beeloo's (Perth, Australia’s) first inhabitants
. Peopling Australia - 2.2 Adapting to diverse environments
. Peopling Australia - 2.3 Coming to Australia as punishment
. Peopling Australia - 2.6.1 Resisting the advent of Europeans & their animals
. Peopling Australia - 2.6.2 Displacing Aboriginal people
. Peopling Australia - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation
. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies
. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities
. Governing - 7.1 Governing Australia as a province of the British Empire
. Governing - 7.3 Making City-States
. Governing - 7.5 Governing Australia’s colonial possessions
. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia's cultural heritage
. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens
. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences
. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of exceptional cultural heritage significance for its historical and ongoing role as part of the
administrative centre for Western Australia, its essential contributions to the story of governance of the State,
and as the continuing official residence of the Governor.

The place is exceptionally aesthetically pleasing for its eclectic and unique architectural style in its extensive
garden setting.

The place is significant for its associations with prominent visitors to the State as the Governor receives guests
including visiting royalty, Heads of State, and other official dignitaries.

The place is associated with the Engineers' Department who were responsible for both convict and colonial
works, and represents the first important colonial building to be completed by the Public Works Department
which was created in 1863.The place contains extensive archaeological deposits and features, including those
relating to the former Government House building, with the potential to reveal much about early colonial life,
garden design and philosophy, and the many prominent individuals associated with the place.

The place is a landmark and makes a striking contribution to the streetscape of the State’s capital city.

The place is important as a reflection of the historical development of the city centre and its place within the
large government domain originally set aside in 1829.The place is significant for the physical evidence within its
curtilage for existing landscape forms that can be traced back to the original topography at the time of European
settlement.
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The place holds a high degree of social significance for the people of Western Australia for its important
historical associations, high aesthetic value, its ongoing use for community events, and its contribution to the
community’s sense of place, as well as being an important tourist attraction.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of exceptional cultural heritage significance for its historical and ongoing role as part of the
administrative centre for Western Australia, its essential contributions to the story of governance of the State,
and as the continuing official residence of the Governor.

The place is associated with the Engineers' Department who were responsible for both convict and colonial
works, and represents the first important colonial building to be completed by the Public Works Department
which was created in 1863.The place is important as a reflection of the historical development of the city centre
and its place within the large government domain originally set aside in 1829.The place is significant for the
physical evidence within its curtilage for existing landscape forms that can be traced back to the original
topography at the time of European settlement.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

The place contains extensive archaeological deposits and features, including those relating to the former
Government House building, with the potential to reveal much about early colonial life, garden design and
philosophy, and the many prominent individuals associated with the place.

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place holds a high degree of social significance for the people of Western Australia for its important
historical associations, high aesthetic value, its ongoing use for community events, and its contribution to the
community’s sense of place, as well as being an important tourist attraction.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is exceptionally aesthetically pleasing for its eclectic and unique architectural style in its extensive
garden setting.
The place is a landmark and makes a striking contribution to the streetscape of the State’s capital city.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is significant for its associations with prominent visitors to the State as the Governor receives guests
including visiting royalty, Heads of State, and other official dignitaries.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement
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HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. There have been modifications to the building over
time.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.99409/1 Australian Historical Landscapes, (1984) pp 165 by Jeans, D.N. (Ed);

720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs - Buildings Classified and Recorded by the National Trust (1979), pp 9 by
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;

720.9941 HAR Vanishing Ink, (1975) pp 87. Hare.T;

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 22, 34, 103, 194 by Pitt Morrison, M and White , J
(Ed);

720.9941 WRI Western Landmarks, (1978) pp 18-19 by Wright, R.P and Smeed, H;

994.1 NIX 100 Glimpses of Western Australia, (1896-1897) by Nixon and Merrilees;

994.1 STA The People of Perth, (1979) pp 60, 63, 64, 67, 145 by Stannage, C. T;

COP Heritage Place File 1.43/13;

Perth Central Heritage Precinct Considine and Griffiths 1998;

Q 711.409 SED A City and Its Setting (1986) by Seddon George;

Q 720.9 Architecture in Western Australia, (1958) by Royal Australian Architects;

Q 720.9 OLD Western Heritage (1967), pp 8, 14, 40, 44, 52, 53, 55, 57, 60, 71, 74, 87, 89 by Oldham, R. J;
Q 720.994 Historic Buildings of Australia, vol 1 (1977) pp 46-53;

Q 720.994 SMI Treasures of Australia, (1983) pp 130 by Smith, R and Flower, C;

Q 720.99411 EMA Portraits of Perth, (1977) by Cedric, Emanuel and Ward, Kirwan;

Q 725.17 DUN Government House, Perth W.A. Conservation and Management Plan, (1990) pp 136. Duncan,
Stephen and Mercer Architects.
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