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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Council House 

Street Address "COUNCIL HOUSE", 27-29 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 27-29 St George's Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2097 

COP Property Key 178933 

Property Titles Lot 760 P 205838 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 25/08/1998 TRIM ID P1710973 Draft;  
01/12/1993 TRIM ID P1708975-1 Original Copy 1;  
01/12/1993 TRIM ID P1708975-2 Original Copy 2;  
01/12/1993 TRIM ID P1708975-3 Original Copy 3;  
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01/12/1993 TRIM ID P1708975-4 Original Copy 4;  
01/12/1993 TRIM ID P1708975-5 Original Copy 5;  
01/04/2011 TRIM ID P1710975-1 Original Copy 1;  
01/04/2011 TRIM ID P1710975-2 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1962 (1962 - 1962) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Governmental 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Post-War (c.1940-1960)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific International 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Multi-storey office building of curtain wall construction with sun shading expression on the building facade. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Glass 

Walls 2 Material Metal 

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect City of Perth; Geoff Howlett & Don Bailey 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Howlett and Bailey designed the building which was a result of a competition in 1960. The building was 
designed to accommodate City of Perth administration offices on the first seven floors, the eighth floor held the 
Lord Mayor’s office and reception areas, the ninth floor held the Council Chamber and meeting rooms and the 
tenth floor held dining rooms. Between 1997 and 1999 the building was extensively refurbished including 
asbestos removal, internal refit, changes to the forecourt and an underground car park. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 112 Technology and technological change 
4. Social & civic facilities - 401 Government and politics 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National Economies) -3.14.1 Building to suit Perth's (Australian) 
climatic conditions 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.1 Developing local government authorities 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia's cultural heritage 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place demonstrates a high quality of Modernist architectural design and detailing, commensurate with its 
image as Perth’s Civic Administrative Centre, and is a rare intact example of an early 1960s modernist office 
building in Perth. 
The place demonstrates architectural innovation in its reduction of structure and simplicity of form, transparent 
cladding and consistent use of refined minimalist detailing. 
The place reinforces the continuous development of the site as part of the central precinct for State and Local 
Government in Perth and reflects the growth of the City and corresponding Council administration. 
The place is associated with the VII British Empire and Commonwealth Games, epitomising the forward-looking 
aspirations of the Perth community at the beginning of the 1960s.The place is the first building incorporating 
window walling to be erected in Perth. 
At the time of construction, the extensive use of contemporary building materials, in particular the complete 
double glazing of the exterior, glass mosaic tiles, and internal use of crafted timber veneers, publicly promoted a 
new level of contemporary design in Western Australia. 
The place is an important part of the streetscape of St Georges Terrace, and a city landmark. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place reinforces the continuous development of the site as part of the central precinct for State and Local 
Government in Perth and reflects the growth of the City and corresponding Council administration. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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The place demonstrates a high quality of Modernist architectural design and detailing, commensurate with its 
image as Perth’s Civic Administrative Centre, and is a rare intact example of an early 1960s modernist office 
building in Perth. 
The place demonstrates architectural innovation in its reduction of structure and simplicity of form, transparent 
cladding and consistent use of refined minimalist detailing. 
The place is an important part of the streetscape of St Georges Terrace, and a city landmark. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with the VII British Empire and Commonwealth Games, epitomising the forward-looking 
aspirations of the Perth community at the beginning of the 1960s. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

The place is the first building incorporating window walling to be erected in Perth. 
At the time of construction, the extensive use of contemporary building materials, in particular the complete 
double glazing of the exterior, glass mosaic tiles, and internal use of crafted timber veneers, publicly promoted 
a new level of contemporary design in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the exterior is intact, while there have been 
many internal modifications. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.43/27;  
Heritage Assessment and Conservation Plan - Schwager Brooks and partners Architects and Heritage 
Consultants Nov 1993. P1700883;  
Schwager Brooks and Partners. 'Heritage Assessment and Conservation Plan for Council House Perth' Urban 
Design Assessment, COP, May 1994. P1701930;  
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Council House 2006 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    
  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2097 
 

  

            
      

Page 5 of 6 
 

     

            

   

 

 

 

 



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    
  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2097 
 

  

            
      

Page 6 of 6 
 

     

            

 
 

                  

 


