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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St Andrew's Church 

Street Address "ST ANDREW'S CHURCH", 36 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 36 St Georges Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2099 

COP Property Key 175247 

Property Titles Lot 18 D 32942 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1906 (1906 - 1906) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A design characterised throughout by unusual proportions, landmark tower and spire with turrets and steeply 
pitched gable roof. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect J Hines 

Builder  

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

This is the earliest Presbyterian Church in Perth. It was designed in late Gothic Revival style. The building 
contributes greatly to a precinct of Victorian buildings of the Colonial establishment era in Perth. In 1915, in 
celebration of the successful founding of the only Presbyterian school for girls Presbyterian Ladies College, the 
Founders planted an acorn which has, over the past 100 years, grown into a small oak tree. The tree was 
planted by significant people to Perth’s educational, institutional and religious history, including the Moderator 
and elders of the Presbyterian Church. With Australia at war, and halfway through the disastrous Gallipoli 
campaign, it was an unusual time to start a school. This can be explained by the fact that Rev Dods, the 
Moderator of the Presbyterian Church in WA, could send his two sons to Scotch College but there was no 
Presbyterian counterpart to which he could send his daughter, Christina (12 in 1915). With a plan to buy 
Ormiston College from the Wilson sisters who established it in 1907, he gathered a group of Church elders, 
Presbyterian ministers, leading businessmen and Scotch College’s headmaster and Chair of Council, and on 19 
August 1915, in the vestry at St Andrew’s, they formally made the decision to establish a Presbyterian school for 
girls. 
The Government House botanist has determined that the tree is descended from those growing in Government 
House gardens or otherwise is one of the original accords brought to WA by the WA’s first government botanist, 
James Drummond in 1829. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Settlement & Mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
1. Settlement & Mobility - 107 Settlements 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 
6. People - 605 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6. Worshipping 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is historically important as the principal place of worship of the Presbyterian congregation in Perth 
and was the focus of Presbyterian activity in Perth for much of the twentieth century. 
The place contributes to the streetscape of St. Georges Terrace as the south-eastern extension of the Central 
Government Precinct and is a minor landmark within the precinct. 
The site of the place is of historical significance as the former location of the cottage of Dr. Collie, the Colonial 
Surgeon, which was demolished to build the church. 
The place is a fine example of the work of the architect James Hine. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is historically important as the principal place of worship of the Presbyterian congregation in Perth and 
was the focus of Presbyterian activity in Perth for much of the twentieth century. 
The site of the place is of historical significance as the former location of the cottage of Dr. Collie, the Colonial 
Surgeon, which was demolished to build the church. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place contributes to the streetscape of St. Georges Terrace as the south-eastern extension of the Central 
Government Precinct and is a minor landmark within the precinct. 
The place is a fine example of the work of the architect James Hine. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs - Buildings Classified and Recorded by the National Trust (1979), pp 30 by 
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;  
720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 207 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J;  
994.1 STA The People of Perth, (1979) pp 232 by Stannage, C. T;    
COP Heritage Places File 1.46/36;  
Q 720.99411 EMA Portraits of Perth, (1977) by Cedric, Emanuel and Ward, Kirwan;  
Apperly R, Irving R and Reynolds 1989;  
Nomination information from Presbyterian Ladies College Archivist. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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