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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name St George's Cathedral

Street Address "ST GEORGES CATHEDRAL", 2 Cathedral Avenue, PERTH WA 6000
"BURT MEMORIAL HALL & ST GEORGES CATHEDRAL, 38A St Georges
Terrace, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description cnr St Georges Tce
Other Names St George's Cathedral
Historical Street Address 38A St Georges Terrace, 2 Cathedral Avenue

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2102
COP Property Key 175167
Property Titles Lot 251 DP 400736

PLACE DETAILS |

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Original Construction Year 1879; 1888 (1879 - 1888)
Additional Construction Year (1)

Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE e

Original - General Use Religious

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Present - General Use Religious

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Saint George's Cathedral is a timber vaulted brick, limestone and jarrah timber church in the Victorian Academic
Gothic Style. It has a steeply pitched roof originally covered with slate but was changed to tiles in the 1950's
because of leaks. The building has a central nave with two aisles and a shallow transept with a dorcas window
in the south transept. The Cathedral has a rose window in the western termination as well as various memorial
windows inserted since construction.

The bricks were made locally laid in English bond, with a identical coarse above the windows on the western
face. There is a miniature colonnade in base relief above the western entrance and alternating stone and brick
work decoration on the north window.

Federation Gothic Cathedral with masonry walls, buttresses, articulated pointed arched windows and steeply
pitched roof with parapet gable.

For a detailed description please refer to File No 1.45/2 City of Perth Planning Department Heritage Places if
required.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material Stone - Sandstone

Roof Material Tile

Architect Cyril Blacket (commissioned to oversee his father's work); Duncan, Stephen
& Mercer (consulted in r

Builder Cyril Blacket (commissioned to oversee his father's work); Duncan, Stephen

& Mercer (consulted in r

Other Associations
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In 1878 a design for the new Cathedral was commissioned after the second Bishop of Perth, the Right Reverend
Henry Hutton Parry established a building committee. The first design was rejected and a commission was given
to Edmund Blacket "the pre-eminent architect of his age in NSW". He designed what was considered a modest
but elegant Cathedral in the fashionable Victorian Academic Gothic style. However Edmund never saw this
Cathedral completed as he died in 1883. His son Cyril was invited to complete the Cathedral, which he
accepted. The construction began on 1st October 1879, the foundation stone was laid by the Governor, Sir
William Robinson on 2 November 1880. The building construction was slow, with work halting due to lack of
funds. The Cathedral was completed in August 1888 though the east window arrived eleven months after the
consecration, which was on 15 November 1888 and in 1892 further memorial windows were installed in the
north side. In 1902, a square bell tower was designed by the Western Australian architect, J. Talbot Hobbs, with
construction being completed on 22 January 1903 when the tower and bells were dedicated to Queen Victoria.
In 1906, an English iron work altar serene was erected as a memorial. In 1909 on 22 March the high altar was
presented as a gift in memory of Sir Archibald Burt and Lady Burt. In 1919 the soldiers memorial chapel was
conceived in lieu of the planned chapter house.

Throughout the Cathedral's life there have been a few more, though minor, additions as memeorials to people
associated with its history. Additional pipe work and a new tonal scheme was completed on the organ in 1959.
Further details refer to File N01.45/2 City of Perth Planning Department Heritage Places. In 1968 the Meckering
Earthquake shook the Cathedral with an estimated $90,000 being needed for structural repairs. On 6 September
1974 the bell tower had become unstable.

A Restoration Appeal was commenced in April 1975 leading to the bells being rehung on 21 January 1976. In
Consultation with the architectural practice Duncan, Stephen and Mercer restoration continued on the structural
part of the Cathedral in time for its centenary celebration in 1988. From 1983-1993 a new organ was proposed
and worked towards as the original gallery space was designed too small for an organ to be adequate for the
size of the Cathedral. In 1993 a new organ was designed and builder Knud Smenge, under the supervision of Dr
Christopher Deanery, installed in a new organ loft in the western termination of the nave.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is a fine example of Victorian Academic Gothic architecture, designed by noted Australian architect
Edmund Blacket.

The place is part of the significant townscape setting of St George's Terrace.

The place is an important component in the stock of colonial architecture of Perth.

The place is held in high regard by the members of the Anglican Church and the general community.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is an important component in the stock of colonial architecture of Perth.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is held in high regard by the members of the Anglican Church and the general community.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is a fine example of Victorian Academic Gothic architecture, designed by noted Australian architect

Edmund Blacket.
The place is part of the significant townscape setting of St George's Terrace.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

711.409 WA: TOW Cathedral Precinct: Urban Design Study Research Part 2 (1978);
720.994 HER The Blackets:

An Era of Australian Architecture (1963), pp 166-167 by Herman, Morton;
720.99409/1 Australian Historical Landscapes (1984), pp 165by Jeans, D. N.

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date
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