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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name The Deanery 

Street Address 3 Pier Street, PERTH WA  6000 
"BURT MEMORIAL HALL & ST GEORGES CATHEDR, 38A St Georges 
Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 38A St Georges Terrace, 3 Pier Street; 38 St Georges Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2100 

COP Property Key 175167 

Property Titles Lot 251 DP 400736 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1859 (1859 - 1859) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Two Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Rustic Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey residential building with steeply pitched roof parapet gable. Front loggia characterised by battlement 
parapet. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Stone - Slate  

Architect Rev G P Pownall 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1859 for the first Dean of Perth George Purves Pownall as a residence and 
office. He was the Dean of Saint Georges Cathedral. The site of The Deanery was formerly the old Perth Gaol 
before it was moved to James Street. At the time St Georges Terrace was the location of the houses of 
prominent people. The building was designed by Richard Roach Jewell and was constructed by former convicts 
who had earnt their ticket of leave and could obtain work. The Deanery was the residence of the Dean for 90 
years until 1953. It was then used as office space for church officials. The building has been restored over time. 

 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2100 
 

  

            
      

Page 3 of 8 
 

     

            

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 106 Workers 
4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people  
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.1 Living as Beeloo's (Perth, Australia's) first inhabitants 
2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.3 Coming to Australia as a punishment 
2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation 
2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.6.1 Resisting the advent of Europeans and their animals 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is sited on the corner of Pier Street and St. Georges Terrace, next to Saint George’s Cathedral and is 
part of the significant townscape setting of St. Georges Terrace. 
The place is an important component in the stock of colonial architecture of Perth. 
The place has a close association with Richard Roach Jewell, who was responsible for the design of a large 
number of public buildings in this period. 
The place is held in high regard by the members of the Perth community as an aesthetically unusual piece of 
convict architecture. 
The place is one of a small group of convict built buildings extant in central Perth and illustrates the character of 
the mid-nineteenth century colonial townscape of Perth prior to the gold rushes, much of which was demolished 
or altered in the subsequent boom period of the 1890s. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is an important component in the stock of colonial architecture of Perth. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is one of a small group of convict built buildings extant in central Perth and illustrates the character of 
the mid-nineteenth century colonial townscape of Perth prior to the gold rushes, much of which was demolished 
or altered in the subsequent boom period of the 1890s. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is sited on the corner of Pier Street and St. Georges Terrace, next to Saint George’s Cathedral and is 
part of the significant townscape setting of St. Georges Terrace. 
The place is held in high regard by the members of the Perth community as an aesthetically unusual piece of 
convict architecture. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has a close association with Richard Roach Jewell, who was responsible for the design of a large 
number of public buildings in this period. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Cownie, Marie and Stewart;  
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Building Plaque 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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