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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Western Australian Club (fmr) 

Street Address "WESTERN AUST CLUB", 101 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names R&I Bank 

Historical Street Address 101 St Georges Terrace; 101-103 St Georges Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2110 

COP Property Key 175135 

Property Titles Lot 500 DP 54400 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 20/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1887; 1927; 1939 (1885 - 1889) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1925 - 1929 
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Additional Construction Year (2) 1937 - 1941 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Bank 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Shop/Retail Store (single) 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Commercial Palazzo 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Four storey building with arches at street and prominent central entrance. Rectangular windows with balconies 
to central windows on all floors. Due to the nature of the 1939 remodelling very little of the 1887 construction is 
visible.  The most readily identifiable elements are the structural elements of the northern end of the basement 
and the ground floor. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Colourbond  

Architect J J Talbot Hobbs, Smith & Forbes (1927); Oldham Boas & Ednie-Brown 
(1939); Park & Mackie; Wright and 

Builder J J Talbot Hobbs, Smith & Forbes (1927);  Oldham Boas & Ednie-Brown 
(1939); Park & Mackie; Wright &  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed circa 1887 and the upper floors added in 1927 and 1939.  
In 1927 alterations and additions to the Royal Bank Chambers were carried out for the E.S & A Bank including a 
new facade and additions.  
In 1938 extra floors were added and the facade modified. A new floor was added in 1955 and the building was 
altered and refurbished by the Public Works Department in 1978.  
In 1996 the building was taken over by the Western Australian Club which was located in the building until 2007 
when it changed ownership. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries  
4. Social and civic activities - 408 Institutions  
5. Outside influences - 505 Markets 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies -3.18 Financing Australia 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies -3.18.2   Banking and lending 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Perth's (Australia's) heritage  
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5 Forming associations 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is associated with the development of St George's Terrace as a focus of banking and commerce in 
Perth. 
The place is important for the scale and balance of its architectural detailing, together with the gracious 
ambience of the reception hall. 
The place contributes to the St Georges Terrace streetscape because its style and design are typical of a major 
banking institution from the late nineteenth century to inter-war period. This building relates to the WA Trustees 
Building and the West Australian Newspaper group to the west and to buildings from the same period in 
adjacent Howard Street. 
The place is associated with several prominent Western Australian architectural firms. It was designed by 
Wright and Patterson in 1887, and Hobbs, Smith and Forbes and Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown were 
responsible for subsequent works carried out in 1927 and 1939 respectively. 
Since 1995, the place has been owned and occupied by the Western Australian Club (Inc.) which, since its 
establishment in 1893, has been associated with some of the most prominent Western Australia businessmen 
and politicians, and with significant contributions to Western Australia’s development. This Club was also the 
first in the State to admit women as full members with voting rights. 
The place is representative of inter-war bank buildings in that the facade is still intact and the banking chamber 
survives. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

Since 1995, the place has been owned and occupied by the Western Australian Club (Inc.) which, since its 
establishment in 1893, has been associated with some of the most prominent Western Australia businessmen 
and politicians, and with significant contributions to Western Australia’s development. This Club was also the 
first in the State to admit women as full members with voting rights. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is representative of inter-war bank buildings in that the facade is still intact and the banking chamber 
survives. 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is important for the scale and balance of its architectural detailing, together with the gracious 
ambience of the reception hall. 
The place contributes to the St Georges Terrace streetscape because its style and design are typical of a major 
banking institution from the late nineteenth century to inter-war period. This building relates to the WA Trustees 
Building and the West Australian Newspaper group to the west and to buildings from the same period in 
adjacent Howard Street. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with the development of St George's Terrace as a focus of banking and commerce in 
Perth. 
The place is associated with several prominent Western Australian architectural firms. It was designed by 
Wright and Patterson in 1887, and Hobbs , Smith and Forbes and Oldham, Boas and Ednie-Brown were 
responsible for subsequent works carried out in 1927 and 1939 respectively. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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720.994 A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture, (1989) pp 169 by Apperly, R, Ivring, R and 
Reynolds, P; 1.37/101;  
National Trust Assessment on COP Assessment File P1005465 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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