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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Palace Hotel (fmr) 

Street Address 108 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Bankwest Tower; R&I Bank of WA 

Historical Street Address 108 St. George's Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2114 

COP Property Key 175093 

Property Titles Lot 57 D 3435, Lot 58 D 3454, Lot 59 D 5408, Lot 60 P 732, Lot F9 P 
223021, Lot F10 P 223021 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/07/2014 TRIM ID 34790/20 Original 

Original Construction Year 1895 (1893 - 1897) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Hotel, Tavern or Inn 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storey corner building with balconies and parapet that conceals the roof.  Strongly modelled arches at 
ground level of main entry is distinguished by a bracketed colonnade, pilasters & elaborate pediment.  Large 
tower block attached. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect Cameron, Chisholm & Nicol; John De Baun; Porter & Thomas 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The site of the Palace Hotel was the site of the first licensed premises in the Swan River Colony.  The licensed 
premises operated on the site from 1829 until 1981. The site was also the location for the first masonic lodge in 
the Colony established c 1845. The Palace Hotel was built in 1895 and is representative of a period of great 
development and growth in Western Australia during and after the Gold Boom years of the C19.  The recent 
developments on the site are a reminder of the economic boom of the 1980's The Palace Hotel was extensively 
altered by Bond Corporation in the 1980's. Internally the building was altered to construct the adjacent tower 
block. The facade was largely reconstructed and retained by architects Cameron Chisholm and Nicol. For 
complete history of the Palace Hotel and subsequent development issues refer COP Heritage Places File 
1.36/108. The Palace Hotel has been associated with the official, business and social life of Perth for over 70 
years and occupies a special place in the hearts not only of Perth but of people of Western Australia as a whole 
The site on which the Palace Hotel stands has been occupied continuously by a hotel building for over 140 
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years- firstly by Leaders Hotel then the Freemason's. The Palace Hotel was built for John de Baun who was 
attracted to Australia from the United States as a young man by the mining boom and erected notable hotel 
buildings in Salvation, Broken Hill and Kalgoorlie before purchasing the old Freemason's Hotel in Perth 1894. 
The Palace was designed befitting city at this period. When opened in 1895 it was considered without peer in 
Australia. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries  
3. Occupations - 311 Hospitality industry and tourism 
5. Outside influences - 505 Markets 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.2 Constructing capital city economies 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18 Financing (Western) Australia 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.21 Entertaining for profit 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.23 Catering for tourists 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.3 Learning to live with property booms & busts 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Perth's (Australia's) heritage  
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.4 Eating and drinking 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a rare example of an extremely opulent Federation Free Classical style hotel building. The place 
has landmark value due to its elegant style and prominent corner location. 
The place is a tangible reminder of the wealth, prosperity and resultant growth of Western Australia during the 
1890s gold boom years and as such contributes to the community’s sense of place.  
The development which occurred on the site in more recent times is a reminder of Western Australia’s 
economic boom and optimism of the 1980s. 
The National Trust of Western Australia were instrumental in agitating for the retention of the Hotel’s fabric from 
the mid-1970s.  
The Palace Hotel debate was a major issue which influenced the introduction of heritage legislation in Western 
Australia in 1990. 
The place was the subject of the first granting of a bonus plot ratio by the City of Perth, which allowed for the 
retention of the Hotel building in the development of the Tower. The place was also the subject of the first 
heritage agreement in the State. 
The place is associated with the 1890s gold boom entrepreneur, John De Baun, for whom the place was built. It 
was designed by architects Porter and Thomas. It is also associated with 1980s entrepreneur Alan Bond and 
the architectural firm of Cameron Chisholm and Nichol. 
The place is located on the site of the first licensed premises in the colony which was established in 1829, and 
on the site of the first masonic lodge, which was established c. 1845. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is a tangible reminder of the wealth, prosperity and resultant growth of Western Australia during the 
1890s gold boom years and as such contributes to the community’s sense of place. The development which 
occurred on the site in more recent times is a reminder of Western Australia’s economic boom and optimism of 
the 1980s.The National Trust of Western Australia were instrumental in agitating for the retention of the Hotel’s 
fabric from the mid-1970s. The Palace Hotel debate was a major issue which influenced the introduction of 
heritage legislation in Western Australia in 1990.The place was the subject of the first granting of a bonus plot 
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ratio by the City of Perth, which allowed for the retention of the Hotel building in the development of the Tower. 
The place was also the subject of the first heritage agreement in the State. 
The place is located on the site of the first licensed premises in the colony which was established in 1829, and 
on the site of the first masonic lodge, which was established c. 1845. 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is a rare example of an extremely opulent Federation Free Classical style hotel building. The place 
has landmark value due to its elegant style and prominent corner location. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium. The facade has been restored. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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