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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Newspaper House

Street Address "BROOKFIELD PLACE", 125-137 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 125-137 St Georges Terrace; 111-123 St George's Terrace; 123-125
St. George's Terrace

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2111
COP Property Key 176982
Property Titles Lot 201 P 57173

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 19/06/1989

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No
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Other Listings National Trust
Heritage Agreement 03/10/2008 TRIM ID 108153/08
Conservation Management Plan 01/01/2002 TRIM ID 51174/20 Original Vol 1;

01/01/2002 TRIM ID 51201/20 Original Vol 3;
01/12/2012 TRIM ID 252607/19 Updated

Original Construction Year 1930; 1932 (1930 - 1932)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Commercial

Original - Specific Use Insurance Company Building
Present - General Use Commercial

Present - Specific Use Commercial

Integrity - Summary Low

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-¢.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Commercial Palazzo

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Symmetrical building with the base emphasised by strong rustication and large openings, neutral, repetitive
intermediate storeys emphasise the wall plane. Prominent central entrance.

Walls 1 Material Render - Smooth
Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect A T Brine; J J Talbot Hobbs, Forbes & Smith
Builder A T Brine; J J Talbot Hobbs, Forbes & Smith

Other Associations

HISTORY

Building constructed in the 1930's as the offices of the West Australian Newspaper - the modern heir to the first
newspaper in the state, the Swan River Gazette. The offices played a role in the commercial life of St. George's
Terrace until the transfer of the newspaper offices out of the city in the 1980's.

In 1829 regulations required owners of town lots in St. George's Terrace to built houses worth 200 pounds whilst
building elsewhere could be built costing 100 pounds. This helped establish St. George's Terrace as the premier
address in the city. The street became the home of a number of Perth's prominent citizens and was
characterised by large, often two storey, homes. Whilst other areas of the city tended to redevelop during the
gold rush period around the turn of the century, St. George's Terrace remained substantially intact.
Development that did occur included the construction of new government buildings in the area at the end of
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Barrack Street which was designated for this purpose from 1829.

The expansion of commerce and trade in the inter-war period led to considerable redevelopment of St. George's
Terrace and the construction of several new business house and commercial premises. By this period doctors
and dentists rooms were to be found in some of the stately homes predominantly on the north western part of
the Terrace.

(Extracted from M. Pitt Morrison and J. White in C.T Stannage, A New History of Western Australia; U.W.A.
1981)

Awarded in 1938 a bronze medal for Street Architecture by the Royal Institute of British Architects.

Refer to Perth Girl's School (Police Traffic Headquarters) Conservation Plan February 1997 (Palassis)

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

2. Transport and communications - 208 Newspapers
3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.20.1 Making, printing and distributing newspapers
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place is of historic and social significance for its association with the state's major newspaper The West
Australian, heir to the first newspaper the Swan River Gazette.

The building is of aesthetic significance as an example of Inter-War commercial architecture and as part of St
Georges Terrace street scene. Architecturally the buildings are important (both externally and internally) as
examples of styles used for prestigious commercial office buildings in the Inter-War period. The facades have
considerable townscape value as this building relates strongly to the WA Trustee building and the Royal
Insurance building in terms of style, scale and colour.

The Newspaper House WA along with the Trustee building and the Royal Insurance building represent the last
remaining streetscape of pre-Second World War buildings in St Georges Terrace. In terms of scale and form
they are typical of the terrace over a very long period of time, 1890's to the 1950's.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘
HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of historic and social significance for its association with the state's major newspaper The West
Australian, heir to the first newspaper the Swan River Gazette.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

The Newspaper House WA along with the Trustee building and the Royal Insurance building represent the last
remaining streetscape of pre-Second World War buildings in St Georges Terrace. In terms of scale and form
they are typical of the terrace over a very long period of time, 1890's to the 1950's.

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations
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The place is of historic and social significance for its association with the state's major newspaper The West
Australian, heir to the first newspaper the Swan River Gazette.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The building is of aesthetic significance as an example of Inter-War commercial architecture and as part of St
Georges Terrace street scene. Architecturally the buildings are important (both externally and internally) as
examples of styles used for prestigious commercial office buildings in the Inter-War period. The facades have
considerable townscape value as this building relates strongly to the WA Trustee building and the Royal
Insurance building in terms of style, scale and colour.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Very Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as some alterations to shop fronts at ground
floor level.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES
COP Heritage Places File 1.14/125

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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