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Place Name Perth Technical School Block A
Street Address "BROOKFIELD PLACE", 125-137 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA 6000

Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 125-137 St Georges Terrace; 137 St George's Terrace
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2116

COP Property Key 176982

Property Titles Lot 201 P 57173

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type

Local Heritage Survey
Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted
Local Heritage List
Local Heritage Area
Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution
State Heritage Register
Commonwealth Listed
Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan

Individual Building or Group
28/03/2023
13/03/2001
13/03/2001
20/06/1988

Yes

No

03/10/2008 TRIM ID 108153/08
01/01/2002 TRIM ID 51174/20 Original Vol 1;

Heritage ID-2116 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 1 of 6



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

01/01/2002 TRIM ID 51201/20 Original Vol 3;
01/12/2012 TRIM ID 252607/12 Updated

Original Construction Year 1910 (1910 - 1910)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Educational
Original - Specific Use Technical School
Present - General Use Educational
Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution

Integrity - Summary

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

The building forms a prominent landmark in the principal city thorough fare providing a strong aesthetic
contribution to the city townscape and is an important grouping of heritage buildings.

The technical school building is constructed on three levels but because of the ground slope away from the
street, presents to the street as a two storey, red brick building of mainly functional character set on a limestone
base.

The dominant feature is a four-level castellated entrance tower designed to be the central focus of a
conventionally symmetrical design. The main entrance from the terrace is vis a short flight of steps and a round
arched doorway with the words "Technical School" carved in the stone lintel. Above the doorway is a curved
bay to the first floor of the tower, which is crowned with battlements and angled octagonal turrets. In the event
the right-hand wing, which was intended to replace the old Perth Boys School building (1852) was never built
and the tower marks the eastern end of the building abutting the earlier structure.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta
Architect Hillson Beasley; W Atkins
Builder Hillson Beasley; W Atkins

Other Associations

HISTORY

Historic site of Reverleys Mill. Perth Town Lots 15 and 16, which in the early years of the colony was a holding
of Henry Willey Reveley, Civil Engineer to the Swan River Colony, and the site of his watermill, one of the
earliest mills in the Colony. The mill was spring fed and was linked by a mill race down Bazaar Terrace (now
Mounts Bay Road), along the Perth foreshore. Perth Technical College Annexe was designed by government
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architect Hillson Beasley and built in 1910. The building was opened by His Excellency the Governor, Sir
Gerald Strickland on 19 April 1910. The building has historic associations with Perth Boys School (1853) which
was used for technical education from 1900. Beasley intended to demolish the Perth Boys School and extend
the Technical College with the construction of a symmetrical wing. This never eventuated. The building is
related in style to other educational buildings including Claremont Technical College (1902) and St. Georges
College (1929). The college was threatened with demolition the 1980's but saved largely through community
protest led by Jean Jenkins (later Democrat Senator).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

6. Educating - 6.4 Building a system of higher education

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place comprises well designed example of a Federation Gothic style building, exhibiting a high standard of
traditional craftsmanship and an understanding of the Gothic design ethos.

The place is a rare and striking remnant of Federation era buildings along St Georges Terrace that
demonstrates the development of this street in the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries from colonial outpost to
the central administrative and commercial hub of the state.

The place demonstrates the development of the government provision of education, both elementary and
technical, which was a reflection of the government’s overall development in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
centuries.

The place was designed by Hillson Beasley, chief architect at the Public Works Department, and constructed by
William Atkins, who built a number of significant government buildings during the early Twentieth Century.

The place demonstrates the development of heritage consciousness in the state, both buildings spared from
demolition and redeveloped to serve new purposes through the activism of the National Trust (Western
Australia).

The place is of historic significance for its association with the development of technical education in the
development of technical education in the state.

The place is of social significance to those many West Australian educated there.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place demonstrates the development of the government provision of education, both elementary and
technical, which was a reflection of the government’s overall development in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
centuries.

The place demonstrates the development of heritage consciousness in the state, both buildings spared from
demolition and redeveloped to serve new purposes through the activism of the National Trust (Western
Australia).The place is of historic significance for its association with the development of technical education in
the development of technical education in the state. The place is of social significance to those many West
Australian educated there.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is a rare and striking remnant of Federation era buildings along St Georges Terrace that
demonstrates the development of this street in the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries from colonial outpost to
the central administrative and commercial hub of the state.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place comprises well designed example of a Federation Gothic style building, exhibiting a high standard of
traditional craftsmanship and an understanding of the Gothic design ethos.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

Perth Technical College was designed by Hillson Beasley, chief architect at the Public Works Department, and
constructed by William Atkins, who built a number of significant government buildings during the early Twentieth

Century.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Fair
Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with
detail intact.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

720.9941 COW Perth and Suburbs - Buildings Classified and Recorded by the National Trust (1979), pp 2 by
Cownie, Marie and Stewart;

720.9941 WES Western Towns and Buildings (1979), pp 61, 62, 115 by Pitt Morrison, M and White, J;

COP File P1002847-9 National Trust Assessment;

COP Heritage Places File 1.14/137;

| Will Arise - History of Perth Technical College 1900-1980;

J. P Dunne and J. H. Mackell. Perth Technical College;

Q720.9 OLD Western Heritage (1967), pp 83 App C and F by Oldham, R. J.;

Conservation Plan - St Georges 125 137 - Newspaper House Group & Perth Technical College, 2012, Palassis

Architects
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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