CITY OF JPEMH Heritage Place Record Form

NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Old Perth Boys School
Street Address 139 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names

Historical Street Address 125-137 St Georges Terrace, 139 St Georges Terrace
Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2117

COP Property Key 176982

Property Titles Lot 201 P 57173

Place Type Individual Building or Group

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft

Local MHI - Adopted

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985
Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings

Heritage Agreement

Heritage ID-2117 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 1 of 5



CITY OF JPEMH Heritage Place Record Form
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Conservation Management Plan
Original Construction Year (1854)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Educational
Original - Specific Use Primary School
Present - General Use Commercial
Present - Specific Use Commercial
Integrity - Summary Low

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Stone and iron building with Gothic arches and steeply pitched roof. Bell towers over the entrance forms the
western wing of the former Perth Technical College (1910).

Walls 1 Material Stone - Limestone

Walls 2 Material

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron
Architect Richard Roach Jewell
Builder

Other Associations

HISTORY

Perth Boys School was completed in 1854 and is the oldest government school in WA. The building was
extended in 1860 with the construction of a gallery. In 1865 the southern wing was added and in 1868 the
northern wing was constructed. In 1897 the boy’s school was moved to a new site between James and Roe
Streets and the building was taken over by the Perth Technical College. The building is currently used by the
National Trust of Australia (WA).

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements108 Government policy
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science

6. People - 603 Early settlers
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6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1 Planning urban settlements

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools

7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare

7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia’'s heritage

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place comprises well designed examples of Victorian Academic Gothic style building, exhibiting a high
standard of traditional craftsmanship and an understanding of the Gothic design ethos.

The place is one of the oldest extant government school buildings in the state and a rare example of the
practise of designing educational buildings along the lines of a traditional Gothic church.

The place is a rare and striking remnant of Victorian era building along St Georges Terrace that demonstrates
the development of this street in the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries from colonial outpost to the central
administrative and commercial hub of the state.

The place demonstrates the development of the government provision of education, both elementary and
technical, which was a reflection of the government’s overall development in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
centuries.

The place demonstrates the development of heritage consciousness in the state, both buildings spared from
demolition and redeveloped to serve new purposes through the activism of the National Trust (Western
Australia).Old Perth Boys School was designed by Superintendent of Public Works Richard Roach Jewell, who
is similarly responsible for a number of civic buildings in Perth and Fremantle.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place demonstrates the development of the government provision of education, both elementary and
technical, which was a reflection of the government’s overall development in the Nineteenth and Twentieth
centuries.

The place demonstrates the development of heritage consciousness in the state, both buildings spared from
demolition and redeveloped to serve new purposes through the activism of the National Trust (Western
Australia).

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is one of the oldest extant government school buildings in the state and a rare example of the
practise of designing educational buildings along the lines of a traditional Gothic church.

The place is a rare and striking remnant of Victorian era building along St Georges Terrace that demonstrates
the development of this street in the Nineteenth and Twentieth centuries from colonial outpost to the central
administrative and commercial hub of the state.

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place comprises well designed examples of Victorian Academic Gothic style building, exhibiting a high
standard of traditional craftsmanship and an understanding of the Gothic design ethos.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

Old Perth Boys School was designed by Superintendent of Public Works Richard Roach Jewell, who is similarly
responsible for a number of civic buildings in Perth and Fremantle.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Very Good

Medium level of authenticity as it is substantially intact. Restored by the
National Trust.

Building Fabric Authenticity

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES
Register of Heritage Places permanent entry - Old Perth Boys School & Perth Technical College, 2019

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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