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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name The Cloisters 

Street Address 200 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Perth Church of England Collegiate School 

Historical Street Address 200 St. George's Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2119 

COP Property Key 174941 

Property Titles Lot 40 DP 45862 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/08/2015 TRIM ID 226287/16 Original 
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Original Construction Year 1858 (1856 - 1860) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Secondary School 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Commercial 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Tudor 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Handmade brick building with decorative brickwork, pointed arches and battlement parapet.  
The Cloisters is a two-storey brick building constructed in the Victorian Tudor style and employs carefully 
detailed diapered brickwork, string courses and crenellations. The building is well proportioned and feature the 
judicious use of different coloured bricks to form decorative elements. The impression is one of solidity, of well-
defined form and imposing authority. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Handmade 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Stone - Slate  

Architect Church of England; Richard Roach Jewell 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Cloisters was built by the first Anglican Bishop of Perth - Bishop Hale, in 1858, as a secondary school in 
Perth for boys. Called the Perth Church of England Collegiate School, the school was important source of 
secondary education in the colony and it attracted wealthy young men as pupils. The initial enrolment of The 
Cloisters was twenty-three pupils and during the first years, educated many of the young men who would 
become the colony's leading citizens in the first years of responsible government. Due to the growth of Perth 
and the subsequent Elementary Education Act the Cloisters became a Girls school as the boys moved to a 
larger building. In 1879-80 the Cloisters continued to expand with a double school room with a teacher’s room 
and dormitories above, dining room and servants quarters. In the late 1890's the growth in Government-funded 
schooling and the diminished number of private pupils, caused the school to close. The building was then 
divided in half and rented out as private residences. Between 1904-1918 the eastern half was used as a 
boarding house and the western half as a theological college, then the whole building was used as a hostel for 
the newly established University of Western Australia. In 1931 The Cloisters was damaged by fire and 2,000 
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pounds spent of alterations. From 1958-mid 1960's, The Cloisters was used as guest house until plans to 
demolish the building to redevelop the site to provide funds for Guildford Grammar School and Christchurch 
Grammar. However due to a conservation campaign in 1966-67 the property owners negotiated a higher plot 
ratio for the development behind the building. This negotiation also included the restoration and adaptation of 
the building for professional and banking offices. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict) 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science 
6. People - 603 Early settlers 
6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.3 Coming to Australia as a punishment 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia's heritage 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has a close association with Bishop Blagdon Hale and the establishment of secondary education in 
Western Australia. 
The place was the first purpose-built secondary school in Western Australia. 
It is a fine example of the Victorian Tudor style of architecture, demonstrating a sensitive use of local materials. 
It is a fine example of the buildings designed by Richard Roach Jewell, an important colonial architect. 
It is one of a small number of remaining convict-built colonial buildings of the mid-nineteenth century. 
The retention and conservation of the place was significant in the development of conservation awareness in 
the state. 
The place is a landmark in the central Perth business district. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place was the first purpose-built secondary school in Western Australia. 
The retention and conservation of the place was significant in the development of conservation awareness in the 
state. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

It is one of a small number of remaining convict-built colonial buildings of the mid-nineteenth century. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

It is a fine example of the Victorian Tudor style of architecture, demonstrating a sensitive use of local materials. 
It is a fine example of the buildings designed by Richard Roach Jewell, an important colonial architect. 
The place is a landmark in the central Perth business district. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has a close association with Bishop Blagdon Hale and the establishment of secondary education in 
Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Low. Original form only. Some external fabric only intact. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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