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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name First Church of Christ, Scientist, Perth 

Street Address "1ST CHURCH OF CHRIST", 264 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Corner Elder Street 

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 264 St. George's Terrace; Elder Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 11595 

COP Property Key 174883 

Property Titles Lot 12 D 7441 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1939 (1939 - 1939) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Art Deco 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A single storey masonry horizontal building with strong vertical emphasis to the corner. Use of strong, 
geometrical mouldings particularly emphasising the monumental form of the entrance. 
The external walls are rendered with a stucco treatment imitating Donnybrook stone. The building is an 
important landmark at the top of St George’s Terrace. 
The interior is simple and finely detailed reflecting the liturgy of the church. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect A T Brine & Sons; First Church of Christ Scientist; Ochiltree & Hargrave 

Builder A T Brine & Sons; First Church of Christ Scientist; Ochiltree & Hargrave 

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The church was designed by architects, Ochiltree and Hargrave and built in 1939.  It was built for the first 
Church of Christ Scientist and continues to be used for that purpose.  
The organ was replaced in 1953 necessitating some alterations to the fabric of the building. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social & civic activities- 406 Religion 
6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

44. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6 Worshipping 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a very fine and rare example of the Inter-War Art Deco style applied to a church building. 
The place is a landmark in the procession of buildings leading into the City from the west and from the terrace 
of Parliament House. 
The place is one of most notable modern public buildings designed and built in Western Australia in the Inter-
War period and exemplifies the aspirations and achievements of the small church congregation. 
The place is a very good example of design by the well known architectural firm of Ochiltree and Hargrave. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is one of most notable modern public buildings designed and built in Western Australia in the Inter-
War period and exemplifies the aspirations and achievements of the small church congregation. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a very fine and rare example of the Inter-War Art Deco style applied to a church building. 
The place is a landmark in the procession of buildings leading into the City from the west and from the terrace of 
Parliament House. 
The place is a very good example of design by the well known architectural firm of Ochiltree and Hargrave. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 
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CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity. Some alteration in the 1950s associated with the 
new organ.  The roof was replaced with Colorbond in 1993, otherwise the 
place is highly intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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R Apperley R Irving and P Reynolds A Pictorial Guide to Identifying Australian Architecture p 189;  
Western Mail 19 January 1939 p 31 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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