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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Barracks Arch 

Street Address "BARRACKS ARCH", 266 St Georges Terrace, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 266 St. George's Terrace 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2120 

COP Property Key 174882 

Property Titles Lot 870 P 180342 RESV36692 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/1999 TRIM ID P1705359 Original Copy 1;  
01/12/1999 TRIM ID 131894/13 Original Copy 2 

Original Construction Year 1863 (1863 - 1863) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Military 

Original - Specific Use Barracks 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Tudor 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The only remaining section of a once impressive Tudor style complex that was the Pensioner Barracks in Perth 
from the 1860's.  Features include battlement parapet and central pointed arch, quoining, string course, 
depressed pointed arch and label mould around windows.   
The building was partly reconstructed when the balance of the Pensioner Guard Barracks were demolished in 
the 1960's as a result of the alignment of the Kwinana Freeway and Narrows Bridge interchange. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Two-Tone  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect Alexander Halliday; C Y O'Connor; Fred Platt; James Manning; Jesse 
Hammond; Richard Roach Jewell; Si 

Builder Alexander Halliday; C Y O'Connor; Fred Platt; James Manning; Jesse 
Hammond; Richard Roach Jewell; Si 

Other Associations Alexander Halliday; C Y O'Connor; Fred Platt; James Manning; Jesse 
Hammond; Jewell Richard Roach; Si 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Pensioner Barracks was constructed in 1863 to house the Pensioner Guards who came to the Swan River 
Colony in association with the arrival of the convicts. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 103 Racial contact and interaction 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 106 Workers (including Aboriginal, convict) 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
2. Transport and communications - 203 Road transport 
4. Social & civic activities - 401 Government and politics 
4. Social & civic activities - 403 Law and order 
6. People - 603 Early settlers 
6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Australia - 2.3 Coming to Australia as a punishment 
2. Peopling Australia - 2.4.4 Migrating through organised colonisation 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
7. Governing - 7.5 Governing Australia's colonial possessions 
7. Governing - 7.6.12 Conserving Australia's heritage  
7. Governing - 7.7.1 Providing for common defence 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of historic significance because it was erected to house soldiers of the Enrolled Pensioner Force 
who remained on military duty after the Imperial Government removed the regular troops in 1868.  
The place has social significance for the community that opposed the demolition of the Barracks as a result of 
the Freeway network. It is a symbol of the growing awareness of the value of buildings of cultural heritage 
significance in Perth in the 1960s.  
The place has historic value for its association with transportation of convicts and their Enrolled Pensioner 
Guards, for whom it was built. 
The place is a major landmark that has visually terminated views to the west of St George’s Terrace, Perth’s 
premier business street from 1868 to the present. 
The place is associated with some of the most influential public architects in the Colonial Government including 
James Manning and Richard Roach Jewell. 
The place is a rare surviving example of Victorian Tudor architecture in Western Australia and exhibits several 
stylistic elements characteristic of this building type. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it was erected to house soldiers of the Enrolled Pensioner Force 
who remained on military duty after the Imperial Government removed the regular troops in 1868. 
The place has historic value for its association with transportation of convicts and their Enrolled Pensioner 
Guards, for whom it was built. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is a rare surviving example of Victorian Tudor architecture in Western Australia and exhibits several 
stylistic elements characteristic of this building type. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social significance for the community that opposed the demolition of the Barracks as a result of 
the Freeway network. It is a symbol of the growing awareness of the value of buildings of cultural heritage 
significance in Perth in the 1960s. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a major landmark that has visually terminated views to the west of St George’s Terrace, Perth’s 
premier business street from 1868 to the present. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with some of the most influential public architects in the Colonial Government including 
James Manning and Richard Roach Jewell. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. Remnant of original Pensioner Barracks 
complex. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Conservation Plan for Barracks Arch by John Taylor Architects December 1999 Corporate Library of the COP; 
COP Heritage Places File 1.80;  
HCWA Assessment 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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