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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name University of Western Australia - Campus Gardens 

Street Address "UNIVERSITY OF WA", 35 Stirling Highway, CRAWLEY WA  6009 

Location Description Lot 2885 DP 230371 RESV17331 C Class 

Other Names Great Court, Tropical Grove 

Historical Street Address 35 Stirling Highway 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 4484 

COP Property Key 177145 

Property Titles Lot 2885 DP 230371 RESV17331 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Garden 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1914 (1914 - 1914) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Includes the Sunken Gardens, the Great Court Area, Sommerville auditorium surrounds, Cathedral of Trees, 
Whitfield Court and the historic oak lawn. Highly varied gardens, including many mature trees and massed 
plantings of flowering shrubs. Great Court features Australia natives. Oak lawn is remnant of original Shenton 
farm, on which the campus was established in 1914. Whitfield Court in Classical Style includes a reflecting 
pond. Sunken gardens is in a Romantic Style, encouraging introspection. Great Court is in a paradise style, with 
informal arrangements and natives, exotics and shrubs. the paradise style was innovative for its time.(Ref: AHC 
assessment documentation) 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material  

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Oliver Dowell; George Munn 
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

A government decision in favour of a university for Western Australia was made in 1901, however a shortage of 
funds prevented it being established until 1913. The University Endowment Bill in 1903 allowed for land to be set 
aside for the future. The first location was a temporary one in Irwin Street, Perth, in a weatherboard building. 
The first Chancellor was John Winthrop Hackett. In 1921 Crawley was chosen as the permanent site for UWA. 
The Irwin Street building was relocated there in 1932.The foundation stone for the Hackett Memorial Buildings 
was laid in 1929. They form the focal point and symbolic landmark of UWA. 
Major design influence attributed to Oliver Dowell and George Munns. Sunken Gardens was originally a sand pit 
excavated during construction of the Hackett Memorial Buildings. Terraced steps look down over a level circular 
grassed area as a stage. A memorial sundial and seat were erected behind the stage area in honour of E 
Shann, Foundation Professor of history and economics. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

  

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.3 Developing institutions 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building systems of higher education 
7. Governing - 7.8 Establishing regional & local identity 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks & gardens 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

As part of UWA, the place has aesthetic and historic significance representing development and settlement of 
UWA.  
It has social significance to the local and State-wide community as a place for social and recreational activities, 
in particular the past and present students and staff. 

 

 

                  

  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

As part of UWA, the place has aesthetic and historic significance representing development and settlement of 
UWA. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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It has social significance to the local and State-wide community as a place for social and recreational activities, 
in particular the past and present students and staff. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

As part of UWA, the place has aesthetic and historic significance representing development and settlement of 
UWA. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Excellent  

Building  Fabric Authenticity High. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 - Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

AHC Documentation 
 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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