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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name University of Western Australia - Hackett Memorial Buildings

Street Address "UNIVERSITY OF WA", 35 Stirling Highway, CRAWLEY WA 6009

Location Description Mounts Bay Road/Hackett Drive — Intersection Lot 2885 DP 230371
RESV17331 C Class

Other Names Hacket Hall; Administration Buildings; Whitfield Court; Winthrop
Hall; Great Gateway;

Historical Street Address 35 Stirling Highway

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 3519

COP Property Key 177145

Property Titles Lot 2885 DP 230371 RESV17331 C Class

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement
Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2008 TRIM ID 62180/16 Original

Original Construction Year 1930 (1930 - 1930)
Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE

Original - General Use Educational

Original - Specific Use Tertiary Institution

Present - General Use Educational

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution

Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description

Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Hackett Hall is a single storey building enclosing Whitfield Court on the east and is linked by archways to
Winthrop Hall. Winthrop Hall is on a central axis of the group and uses materials but on a monumental scale to
dominate the composition. The tower is a landmark on the campus and is seen from Stirling Highway. The walls
are a composite construction of limestone facing over brick. The base of the walls consist of sawn ashlar stone
with channelled joints. The tops are rusticated and picked and laid in square, course and specked rubble.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered

Walls 2 Material Stone

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta

Architect

Builder

Other Associations John Winthrop Hackett; UWA

A government decision in favour of a university for Western Australia was made in 1901, however a shortage of
funds prevented it being established until 1913. The University Endowment Bill in 1903 allowed for land to be set
aside for the future. The first location was a temporary one in Irwin Street, Perth, in a weatherboard building.
The first Chancellor was John Winthrop Hackett. In 1921 Crawley was chosen as the permanent site for UWA.
The Irwin Street building was relocated there in 1932.

The foundation stone for the Hackett Memorial Buildings was laid in 1929. They form the focal point and
symbolic landmark of UWA. Hackett Hall was designed for the use of the student body. It was conceived as a
two-storey building to balance the composition around the central court but the ground floor was built and
completed in 1931. The original accommodation comprised a billiard room, games room and men's common
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room in the south-west wing adjoining Winthrop Hall. The central wing, behind the arcading, contained to the
south: a shop; Principal and secretary's offices; boardroom; women's reading and writing rooms; and, to the
north, the women's common room, locker room and lavatories. To the north, the dining rooms were divided in
two by accordion doors, with duplicate men's and women's cafeteria and general servery and kitchen backing
them up. Further north, there was a kitchen yard, stores room and staff cloak rooms. In 1946, minor alterations
to the kitchen and servery were carried out and in 1961, a new wing designed by Marshall Clifton was erected to
the east to create a central courtyard. The 1961/62 extensions are easily identifiable and respect the building
line and colour and texture. Until the mid-1970s the arrangement of the original rooms was substantially intact,
with similar uses but, since this time, a number of changes have been made to meet the changing requirements
of the Student Guild. Hackett Hall is still used by the student body, and the dining room is still in use, although
no longer segregated.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision
. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy

. Demographic settlement & mobility - 109 Environmental change

. Occupations - 307 Intellectual activities, arts & crafts

. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & Science

. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion

. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions

. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom

. People - 605 Innovators

. People - 606 Famous & infamous people

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.3 Developing institutions

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

6. Educating - 6.4 Building systems of higher education

7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare

7. Governing - 7.8 Establishing regional & local identity

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts & sciences

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The individual buildings are planned as an integrated piece of civic design which set the standard for the rest of
the campus; the design of the buildings had a profound influence on Western Australian architecture in the
1930s.

The place has a long association with tertiary education in Western Australia, and close association with
prominent figures in the development of the institution.

The place is held in high esteem by the University and the wider community. Winthrop Hall continues to play the
traditional role as the ceremonial hall and, with the Tower, remains the focal point and symbol of the University.
The Sunken Garden (1930), although not part of the original design of the place, is historically linked to its
construction. It has significance as part of the University grounds.

The Bookshop (1962) has moderate significance as a building designed by Marshall Clifton to blend with
Hackett Memorial Buildings.

However, in the contribution it makes to the north-east continuation and definition of Whitfeld Court, it has a high
degree of significance.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

|
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The Sunken Garden (1930), although not part of the original design of the place, is historically linked to its
construction. It has significance as part of the University grounds.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is held in high esteem by the University and the wider community. Winthrop Hall continues to play the
traditional role as the ceremonial hall and, with the Tower, remains the focal point and symbol of the University.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

Hackett Memorial Buildings, comprising Administration Building, Hackett Hall, and Winthrop Hall, a group of
composite limestone and brick structures with tiled roof and colonnade details in donnybrook stone, including
the Tower and the Great Gateway, and enclosing Whitfeld Court.

The individual buildings are planned as an integrated piece of civic design which set the standard for the rest of
the campus; the design of the buildings had a profound influence on Western Australian architecture in the
1930s.The Bookshop (1962) has moderate significance as a building designed by Marshall Clifton to blend with
Hackett Memorial Buildings. However, in the contribution it makes to the north-east continuation and definition of
Whitfeld Court, it has a high degree of significance.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place has a long association with tertiary education in Western Australia, and close association with
prominent figures in the development of the institution.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity High
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CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

State Register Entry documentation P3519;
City of Subiaco

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
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