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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name University of Western Australia - Shenton House 

Street Address "UNIVERSITY OF WA", 35 Stirling Highway, CRAWLEY WA  6009 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 35 Stirling Highway 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2457 

COP Property Key 177145 

Property Titles Lot 2885 DP 230371 RESV17331 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted 24/09/2002 

Local Heritage List 30/10/1998 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/12/2008 TRIM ID 62180/16 Original 
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Original Construction Year 1846 (1846 - 1999) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Shenton House (Crawley Park House) is a two-level former house, originally constructed in stages with the 
architectural details representative of the time of the particular addition. A single level verandah extends around 
the east and part of the south sides of the building. Substantial modifications have been carried out, generally in 
the 20th century during University use of the building. The original farm elements and the extensive landscape 
to the east have been transformed. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations Henry Charles Sutherland and George Shenton 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The property where Shenton House is currently located was allocated to Captain Mark Currie in 1829 who 
established a farm. In 1831 Henry Sutherland acquired it and named it Crawley Park after his mother Maria 
Crawley. The house, Crawley Park House, was constructed in 1846.  
In 1875 George Shenton (junior) purchased the property, as well as neighbouring properties to create Shenton 
Estate. It was extended over time to include tennis courts and a golf course. Many social get togethers were 
held at the property during George Shenton’s residency.  
The State Government purchased the property in 1910 after George Shenton’s death as the government had a 
policy to acquire land along the river foreshore for public recreation.  
In 1911 the University of Western Australia was incorporated and Crawley Park was chosen as the permanent 
location of the campus for the University in 1914.  
Shenton House housed the Faculty of Engineering, from 1914 to 1960. The name Shenton House was 
informally used for Crawley Park House and was formerly adopted by the University Senate in 1963.In 1988 the 
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Centre for Aboriginal Programmes (now School of Indigenous Studies) moved into the building. In 1997 it was 
used for the University Chaplaincy. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 104 Land allocation and subdivision 
3. Occupations - 302 Rural industry and market gardening 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  

            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.9 Farming for commercial profit 
4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building a system of higher education 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is associated with the early development of Perth and the prominent figures of Henry Charles 
Sutherland and George Shenton, and with the development of the University of Western Australia on this site 
from 1914 and is the oldest building on the University's campus. 
The place demonstrates an aspect of the development of domestic architecture in Western Australia. 
The place is held in high esteem by descendants of the original owners and is highly valued by the community 
for its long association with the development of cultural and educational functions. 
The place contributes to a sense of place on the Campus at Crawley. 
The place housed the Faculty of Engineering from 1914 to 1960, and in 1997 houses the University Chaplaincy. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place housed the Faculty of Engineering from 1914 to 1960, and in 1997 houses the University Chaplaincy. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is held in high esteem by descendants of the original owners and is highly valued by the community 
for its long association with the development of cultural and educational functions. 
The place contributes to a sense of place on the Campus at Crawley. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place demonstrates an aspect of the development of domestic architecture in Western Australia. 
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HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is associated with the early development of Perth and the prominent figures of Henry Charles 
Sutherland and George Shenton, and with the development of the University of Western Australia on this site 
from 1914 and is the oldest building on the University's campus. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  

          

Condition Good 

Building  Fabric Authenticity The place has a moderate degree of authenticity 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

City of Subiaco; University of Western Australia Crawley Campus Conservation Management Plan 2008 
 

 

                  

   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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