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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Esplanade Reserve (fmr) 

Street Address The Esplanade 

Location Description Encompassed by The Esplanade/Barrack Street & Riverside 
Drive/William Street 

Other Names Florence Hummerston Day Care Centre (fmr) inc Allan Green 
Conserv, Alf Curlewis Gardens 

Historical Street Address 5 The Esplanade; 3 The Esplanade 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 3850 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles  
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Historic Site 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 19/09/2006 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings MRA 
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year From 1881; 1928; from 2002 (1881) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1928 -  

Additional Construction Year (2) 2002 -  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Park/Reserve 

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use Park/Reserve 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary  
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Arts and Crafts 

Architectural Style 2 General Late Twentieth Century (1960- ) 

Architectural Style 2 Specific Late Modern 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Single-storey asymmetrical building with a diversity of roof forms and large semi-circular windows. Distinguished 
by pyramidal forms and prominent eaves with exposed rafters. Rendered and face brick building with a tiled roof 
and arched window openings.  The plan of the building comprises a series of interlocking octagonal forms.  
Single storey generally with a second storey in the central core. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick 

Walls 2  Material Render - Roughcast  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In March 1927, Architect L Bowser-Cumpston prepared plans for a kiosk and dressing rooms.  The tender of E 
Allwood was accepted in April 1928 and the kiosk was erected at a cost of £5991 and was ready for leasing in 
February 1929. Florence Hummerston Child Care Centre is located on the Esplanade Reserve (1880-present).  
The reserve formerly contained a Recreation Ground, Wanda Tennis Club, Perth Croquet Club, Perth Bowling 
Club and WA Bowling Association, all established by 1915. The building currently known as the Florence 
Hummerston Child Care Centre was built in 1928 as a refreshment kiosk, public conveniences and change 
rooms.  They were built by the Perth City Council as a cost of £5,99.00.  A concrete platform for concerts and 
orchestral performances was built adjacent in 1944.  The change rooms and toilets were redesigned internally in 
the 1970s.  In 1977 the PCC leased the building to Gary Thompson Holdings who converted it into Annabella’s 
Nightclub.  The lease for the club was not renewed after 1980.  In 1982 the Salvation Army leased the kiosk as a 
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centre for young people known as ‘The Converted Duke’.  In 1985 the place was taken over by the Florence 
Hummerston Day Care Centre which occupied the building until 1998.  The Child Care Centre was named after 
Florence Hummerston (1889-1984), first woman councillor of the City of Perth, who served from 1951-1965 and 
was involved in various social justice organisations including Meals on Wheels and Wanslea House. Florence 
Hummerston established a child-minding centre on the third floor of the National Mutual Arcade building in 1964 
which relocated to the Esplanade building in 1985. (Information extracted from HCWA Assessment 
Documentation for Esplanade Reserve, No 3850). 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation and entertainment 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4.   Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Creating capital cities 
8.   Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks and gardens 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a landmark on the Esplanade.  
Social and historic significance for its various uses associated with the Esplanade.  
Some significance for associations with Florence Hummerston, female Councillor and philanthropist. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

Social and historic significance for its various uses associated with the Esplanade. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

Social and historic significance for its various uses associated with the Esplanade. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a landmark on the Esplanade. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

Some significance for associations with Florence Hummerston, female Councillor and philanthropist. 
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Fair. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Historic Site 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  

   

COP Heritage Places File 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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