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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Atlas Building 

Street Address "ATLAS BUILDING", 8-10 The Esplanade, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Phoenix House 

Historical Street Address 8-10 The Esplanade 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 1975 

COP Property Key 175147 

Property Titles Lot 500 D 65249 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/06/2007 TRIM ID P1710965 Original 

Original Construction Year 1930; 1931 (1930 - 1931) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Commercial 

Original - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Present - General Use Commercial 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Medium 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

A four storied commercial building of monumental proportions. The base is emphasised with large arched 
openings and the top storey is differentiated from the others. This building features classical columns and a 
prominent cornice. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Concrete 

Architect F G B Hawkins 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1930/1931 for the Atlas Assurance Company which was an insurance company. 
The building was designed by F. G. B. Hawkins, an architect who also designed 655 Hay Street Mall.  
The building was clad with Wunderlich terracotta, as well as on the interior walls and floor. This product was one 
of many Australian companies whose products were used in the building.  
The Atlas Assurance Company occupied the ground floor until they sold the building in 1970. After this time is 
was known as the Phoenix Building. The name change reflected the owner Phoenix Assurance Company of 
Australia Ltd. The office space through the building has been used for various tenants over the years. 
Ownership changed in 1978 and the building was renovated. Many additions to the building were made during 
the 1980s. In 1988 the owners changed the name back to the Atlas Building. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 
5. Outside influences - 505 Markets 
5. Outside influences 504 Depression and boom 505 Markets 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies -3.14 Developing an Australian engineering and 
construction industry  
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies -3.14.2 Using Western Australian materials in 
construction 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.18 Financing Australia 
3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies -3.18.3 Insuring against risk 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Creating capital cities 
5. Working - 5.4 Working in offices 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as a fine and intact example of Inter-War Free Classical commercial 
building of the 1930's with Art Deco decorative themes incorporated throughout the building.   
It demonstrates a high quality of architectural retailing and craftsmanship.   
It is a rare and representative reminder of the 1920's and 1930's in which few commercial buildings were 
constructed.  
Refer to documentation of places for entry in the heritage council's State Register of Heritage Places (COP 
Heritage Places File 1.38/8). 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is a rare demonstration of Wunderlich architectural terracotta cladding, and exhibits a high quality of 
architectural detailing and craftsmanship. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

It is a rare and representative reminder of the 1920's and 1930's in which few commercial buildings were 
constructed. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as a fine and intact example of Inter-War Free Classical commercial 
building of the 1930's with Art Deco decorative themes incorporated throughout the building. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    
  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-1975 
 

  

            
      

Page 4 of 5 
 

     

            

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level authenticity only minor cosmetic changes have occurred to the 
third-floor level of the interior which can be easily removed. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.38/8 
 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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