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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St Johns Pro-Cathedral 

Street Address 18 Victoria Avenue, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names St. Johns Pro-Cathedral; Pro-Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist 

Historical Street Address 18 Victoria Avenue 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2130 

COP Property Key 175545 

Property Titles Lot 1 D 55871 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/03/2005 TRIM ID 21152/05 Original 

Original Construction Year 1843 (1843 - 1843) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 2013 
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Additional Construction Year (2) 2015 

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Free Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Small church with a shingled gabled roof and Gothic arched windows. Building has been rendered externally. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Timber - Shingle 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The first Roman Catholic Church built in Perth. St. John's Pro-Cathedral was constructed in 1843/4 following a 
request by Fr John Brady for land for a Roman Catholic Church. Work continued in 1846 including plastering the 
walls, adding doors and windows to the building.   
The church was constructed on land to the south east of the church square that was set aside for the proposed 
construction of a Roman Catholic Cathedral. The church was named after St. John the Apostle and Evangelist 
and later designated a Pro-Cathedral. It was used until 1865 when the size of the congregation couldn’t fit in the 
building and a larger one was required. This resulted in the construction of St Mary’s Cathedral.  With the 
addition of an enclosed verandah on the north side of the church the Sisters of Mercy opened there first school 
there.   St John’s served as the convent chapel until 1924 then as a school and music room until its restoration 
in 1977 by Archbishop Sir Lancelot Goody.  It has now reverted to being used as a place of Public Worship. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration and refugees 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
4. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion 
4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions 
6. People - 603 Early settlers 
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AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6. Worshipping 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The first and oldest Roman Catholic Church in Western Australia.      
The place is associated with the establishment of the Roman Catholic Church and the first religious orders in 
the State. 
The place is held in high regard by present day Catholics. 
The place has scientific significance because it has the potential to demonstrate vernacular construction 
techniques used in the mid-nineteenth century. 
The place is one of the few remaining colonial buildings in Perth from the first half of the nineteenth century. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The first and oldest Roman Catholic Church in Western Australia. 
The place is associated with the establishment of the Roman Catholic Church and the first religious orders in the 
State. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place is one of the few remaining colonial buildings in Perth from the first half of the nineteenth century. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has scientific significance because it has the potential to demonstrate vernacular construction 
techniques used in the mid-nineteenth century. 

 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is held in high regard by present day Catholics. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 
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HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it has been restored to original detail in 1977. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
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994.1 STA People of Perth, (1979) pp 149 by Stannage, C. T;  
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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