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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Archbishop's Palace 

Street Address "CATHEDRAL HOUSE", 17 Victoria Square, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Cathedral House; Catholic Church Office; Catholic Presbytery 

Historical Street Address 17 Victoria Square; CATHEDRAL HOUSE, 25 Victoria Avenue; 444 Hay 
Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2126 

COP Property Key 175281 

Property Titles Lot 122 DP 65491, Lot 121 DP 65491 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan TRIM ID 33685/09 Original (to be found) 

Original Construction Year 1859; 1911 (1859 - 1911) 
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Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Housing or Quarters 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Housing or Quarters 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Academic Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storey building with classical columns and balconies and prominent formal entrance. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2 Material Render - Smooth 

Roof Material Metal - Zincalume  

Architect Michael Cavanagh 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was completed in 1855 for the use of the Bishop of Perth and other priests. It was constructed by 
the Catholic brothers from Subiaco and New Norcia. The two-storey building was quite large compared to the 
small cottages around it. In 1895 the building was extended and refurbished. The building was altered 1911 by 
architect Michael Cavanagh for Archbishop Clune. 
The building continues to be used as the Archbishop’s office and as long term residential accommodation for 
members of the clergy working within St Mary’s parish. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 406 Religion 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
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The place is of social significance to members of the Roman Catholic community as the seat of power for the 
Archbishop of Perth and for the Diocese of Perth.  
The place is a good example of the Federation Academic Classical Style of architecture by the prominent 
architect M. Cavanagh. 
The place is an important component in the Victoria Square precinct and is a landmark in the area. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is of social significance to members of the Roman Catholic community as the seat of power for the 
Archbishop of Perth and for the Diocese of Perth. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a good example of the Federation Academic Classical Style of architecture by the prominent 
architect M. Cavanagh. 
The place is an important component in the Victoria Square precinct and is a landmark in the area. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Very Good 
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Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as the building has been altered over time. 
 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

COP Heritage Places File 1.48/41 
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Archbishop's Palace, Perth, 1996 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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