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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Victoria Square Cottages
Street Address 21-29 Victoria Square, PERTH WA 6000

Viey,

Location Description

Other Names Row of 5 Houses; Catholic Missions & Immigration Office; Catholic
Welfare Bureau

Historical Street Address 21-29 Victoria Square; 21 Victoria Square; 23 Victoria Square; 25
Victoria Square; 27 Victoria Square; 29 Victoria Square

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 2121
COP Property Key 175277
Property Titles Lot A20 P 223021

PLACE DETAILS

Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register Yes
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan 01/01/2003 TRIM ID 237625/17 Original Copy 1;
01/01/2003 TRIM ID 227177/17 Original Copy 2
Original Construction Year 1900 (1898 - 1902)

Additional Construction Year (1)
Additional Construction Year (2)

Demolition Year

Original - General Use Residential

Original - Specific Use Terrace Housing
Present - General Use Religious

Present - Specific Use Housing or Quarters
Integrity - Summary High

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)
Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne

Architectural Style 2 General

Architectural Style 2 Specific

Archaeology

Physical Description

Row of detached single storey houses with medium pitched hipped roofs and front gables, verandahs have
separate roof and timber posts, facade with quoining, pointed arch vent and finial, some door and window
openings altered.

Walls 1 Material Brick - Two-Tone

Walls 2 Material
Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron

Architect
Builder

Other Associations
HISTORY

The land that the cottages are located was granted to Michael Smith in 1849. In the late 1880s and 1890s the
original land parcel was divided up. In 1897 four cottages on Victoria Square are listed in the City of Perth rate
book. In 1898 a fifth cottage was recorded on the property, No 23. The five cottages listed in 1898 were No 21,
23, 25, 27 and 29 and were part of the building boom which occurred during the Gold Boom. The cottages were
built to rent.

The designs of No 23, 25, 27 and 29 were all similar in floor plan. No. 21 is a mirror image of No. 23 to 29. The
cottages were located within the area of buildings associated with the Catholic Church including St Mary’s
Cathedral, Sisters of Mercy convent and school, Bishop’s House. The Colonial Hospital was located near the
houses.
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The property which included all cottages was sold by Michael Smith’s son John in 1902. Mrs Matilda Osbourne
bought the property and continued to rent out the buildings. A boarding house operated from No. 21 and No. 27
from the early 1900s.

In 1906 the property was transferred to the Roman Catholic Church. The cottages continued to be rented to
families up to the 1970s. Some tenants also operated boarding houses from the cottages to supplement their
income. During World War Two servicemen were billeted at No. 21 when the Moore family lived there.

In the 1960s plans were approved to convert the cottage at No. 21 into a showroom which resulted in the change
to the front window, removal of internal walls, removal of front veranda and rendering the building. It was used by
an accountant in 1968.

In 1950 the Catholic Church established community facilities in the cottages such as Catholic Migrant
Association, Catholic Missions Office. In the 1970s the cottages were used for offices such as Catholic
Immigration, Catholic Missions, Lay Apostolate, Young Catholic Workers.

The place was originally built to house workers and their families, which also contributes to the social value of the
place to the community.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlement

4. Social & civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities
4. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion

4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions

6. People - 603 Local heroes & battlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth's (settlements & cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs

7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services and welfare

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people

8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.12 Living in and around Australian homes

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The place, which forms a significant streetscape, is part of the suburban residential development associated
with the expansion of Perth at the turn of the twentieth century, and is rare as a relatively intact example of a
nineteenth century group of cottages.

The place is rare in Western Australia as an example of row housing, unified by the repetition of decorative
treatment to front elevations across the group, although the dwellings were constructed as individual structures
and are individually good examples of simple workers’ cottages.

The place, which has been owned by the Roman Catholic Church since 1906 and used from the early 1970s by
various of its social welfare and religious service organisations, contributes to a precinct of nineteenth century
structures associated with the Roman Catholic Church around Victoria Square.

The place is valued by those who have used and benefited from the provision of social welfare and religious
services operating from the cottages since the 1970s.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place, which has been owned by the Roman Catholic Church since 1906 and used from the early 1970s by
various of its social welfare and religious service organisations, contributes to a precinct of nineteenth century
structures associated with the Roman Catholic Church around Victoria Square.

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

The place is rare in Western Australia as an example of row housing, unified by the repetition of decorative
treatment to front elevations across the group, although the dwellings were constructed as individual structures
and are individually good examples of simple workers’ cottages.
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HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is valued by those who have used and benefited from the provision of social welfare and religious
services operating from the cottages since the 1970s.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place, which forms a significant streetscape, is part of the suburban residential development associated
with the expansion of Perth at the turn of the twentieth century, and is rare as a relatively intact example of a

nineteenth century group of cottages.
The place was originally built to house workers and their families, which also contributes to the social value of

the place to the community.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY

Condition Good
Building Fabric Authenticity Largely intact with some alterations to door and window openings.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 - — Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.

REFERENCES

Building Style;
Conservation Plan - Victoria Square Cottages, Perth, N Lawrence, 2003, correspondence with City of Perth
2022
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DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 5 of 12



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

KN |
LT T

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 6 of 12



[:"v [ll: \‘))PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

k‘%»:ff'.7‘7/}/))//””‘”] s

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 7 of 12



GITY OF - PERTH

Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 8 of 12



[:"v [ll: Q))PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 9 of 12



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

S ;
a, ] .
Ui 1L

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 10 of 12



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

|
11
|
3 4
j L

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 11 of 12



[:"v [ll: J)PEHTH Heritage Place Record Form

Adopted

Heritage ID-2121 City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022

Page 12 of 12



