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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name St Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral 

Street Address "ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL", 41 Victoria Square, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description Perth Lot A25 being the whole of the land described in Enrolled 
Crown Grant 1691 

Other Names St. Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral; Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception 

Historical Street Address 41 Victoria Square, Perth 

Historical Perth Town Lot Perth Lot A25 being the whole of the land described in Enrolled 
Crown Grant 1691 

Place ID 2124 

COP Property Key 175246 

Property Titles Lot 100 D 10091 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings Other 

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan St. Mary's Cathedral, Perth. Heritage Study (1996) 
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St. Mary's Cathedral, Perth. Conservation Plan (2002) 
Pre-construction archive record: St. Mary's Roman Catholic 
Cathedral (2007) 
St. Mary’s Cathedral conservation works 2006/07 and 
2007/08, Perth WA: Final Report No.4 (2010) 

Original Construction Year 1864; 1905; 1926; (1864 - 1905) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1905 - 1926 

Additional Construction Year (2) 2009 -  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious 

Original - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Present - General Use Religious 

Present - Specific Use Church, Cathedral or Chapel 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic 

Architectural Style 2 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 2 Specific Gothic 

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Gothic style Cathedral constructed in three stages. The original building dates from 1864 but was altered and a 
spire constructed is 1905. The more recent section of the building dates from the 1920's and was intended to be 
the first stage of new Cathedral. The rest of the Cathedral was intended to be completed later and would have 
involved the demolition of the 1864/1905 section. Two new wings were added in 2009. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Stone - Standstone 

Walls 2 Material Concrete 

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Bishop Serra/Borther Ascione/ Michael Cavanagh/Peter Quinn 

Builder  

Other Associations Aboriginal Burial - Registered Site 3799 

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The original survey of Perth was on a traditional grid pattern influenced by the natural elevations of the 
landscape. Also included in this plan was a church square which was located on high ground which was thought 
to be used by the Church of England, but this site was granted by Governor Kennedy to the Catholic Church 
after Bishop Serra petitioned him for a site of a cathedral. The Cathedral was built in 1865 and was a simple two 
storey building, in the Gothic style with a tower on the southern side. Between 1897 and 1910 additions were 
made to the building. In 1926 the foundation stone was laid for the new Cathedral which only included a new 
transept and sanctuary due to financial limitations. The additions were designed by Michael Cavanagh. The 
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Cathedral was closed in 2006 to facilitate construction and conservation works to complete it. The Cathedral 
was reopened in 2009 with two new wings. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 107 Settlements 
4. Social & civic activities - 406 Religion 
4. Social & civic activities - 408 Institutions 
6. People - 603 Early settlers 
6. People - 606 Famous & infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6. Worshipping 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a prominent landmark in Perth, as well as a major element within the historic Murray Street East. 
The place and its grounds, set in Victoria Square, reflects the original general intention of the colonial Surveyor 
General's town plan for Perth. 
The place is highly valued by the Catholic community of Western Australia. 
The place is an unusual demonstration of different expressions of Gothic ecclesiastic architecture in the one 
building. 
The original portion of the Cathedral (1865) is associated with the Benedictine Brothers who constructed the 
building. 
The later portion of the Cathedral (1930) is associated with prominent Western Australian architect Michael 
Cavanagh. 
The place is associated with Bishops Griver, Gibney and Clune, who administered the principal phases of its 
construction. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place and its grounds, set in Victoria Square, reflects the original general intention of the colonial Surveyor 
General's town plan for Perth. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
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HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is highly valued by the Catholic community of Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a prominent landmark in Perth, as well as a major element within the historic Murray Street East. 
The place is an unusual demonstration of different expressions of Gothic ecclesiastic architecture in the one 
building. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The original portion of the Cathedral (1865) is associated with the Benedictine Brothers who constructed the 
building. 
The later portion of the Cathedral (1930) is associated with prominent Western Australian architect Michael 
Cavanagh. 
The place is associated with Bishops Griver, Gibney and Clune, who administered the principal phases of its 
construction. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Excellent  

Building Fabric Authenticity During its life St. Mary's Roman Catholic Cathedral has been subject to a 
series of alterations and additions associated with the changing needs of the 
Church, and liturgical changes. The building retains a high degree of 
authenticity. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.  
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

State Heritage Register - Assessment Documentation. Permanent Entry on 10/10/1995.  Place Number 02124; 
St Mary’s Cathedral website https://stmaryscathedralperth.com.au/history-of-the-cathedral/;  
Conservation Plan - Victoria Square Cottages, Perth, N Lawrence, 2003. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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