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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Royal Perth Hospital - Kirkman House, Block K 

Street Address "ROYAL PERTH HOSPITAL", 51 Victoria Square, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Kirkman House,  

Historical Street Address 24 Murray Street; 10-48 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2049 

COP Property Key 175244 

Property Titles Lot 916 DP 183230, Lot 920 DP 43817, Lot 505 DP 43817 RESV51529 
C Class 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution Proposed East End Heritage Area 

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  
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Conservation Management Plan 01/02/2012 TRIM ID P1711054 Original;  
01/09/1995 TRIM ID P1707239 Original 

Original Construction Year 1909 (1909 - 1909) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Health 

Original - Specific Use Housing or Quarters 

Present - General Use Health 

Present - Specific Use Office or Administration Building 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Queen Anne 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Three storeys with attic level brick and tile building featuring brick and stucco arches forming a colonnade at 
ground floor level and timber fretwork on the upper level verandahs. The roof features dormer windows and front 
gables characterised by the use of ornamental stucco and rough cast. The building is a U shape with central 
courtyard, now enclosed with a glazed roof. A 4-storey red face brick and rendered addition was added at the 
north end of the building, with corrugated iron hipped roof addition to north end of original building. The front 
rendered masonry boundary fence with piers and gate was constructed at the same time as the original building.  

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material Stucco - unpainted 

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta, corrugated iron to rear addition 

Architect Hilson Beasley; 

Builder R P & W H Vincent 

Other Associations  
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HISTORY  
 

                  

  

Royal Perth Hospital has been the premier site of health care delivery in Western Australia since 1855 and 
contains the first purpose-built hospital in the State. 
Kirkman House was named in honour of Annie Kirkman, the first nursing sister to graduate from the hospital in 
1899. 
Kirkman House was designed by the Public Works Department of W.A under the direction of Chief Architect 
Hilson Beasley. It was built in 1909 to provide nurses' quarters for staff of Royal Perth Hospital. In 1926 the 
north wing was constructed to provide accommodation for the Commonwealth nurses who worked in the 
Soldiers Ward. 
The building was remodelled into offices in 1971 and the current office accommodation continues to the current 
day. The central atrium space was enclosed with a glazed roof at this time.  

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement and mobility - 108 Government Policy 
4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 
6. People - 604 Innovators 
6. People - 605 Famous and infamous people 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26.2 Providing hospital services 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts and sciences 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing and building fine buildings 
8. Developing (Perth) Australia's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science and technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is significant as the premier site of health care delivery in Western Australia since 1855 and contains 
the first purpose-built hospital in the State. The continual development of the place is indicative the social and 
economic development of Western Australia. 
The place is significant as the design of the various buildings and structures within Royal Perth Hospital 
demonstrate changes over time in medical practice and health care as well as the development of State 
Government architecture and style from 1855 through to the 1970s. 
The place is significant as a purpose designed and built residential building to accommodate Royal Perth 
Hospital’s nursing staff from its opening in 1909 to the 1960’s. Its Federation Queen Anne architectural style is 
characteristic of its period of development and the building forms part of a group of early hospital buildings on 
Murray Street of exceptional significance. The 1926 northern addition is also of considerable significance as it 
represents the expansion of the hospital and nursing staff after the First World War.  
The place has a high level of social significance for its connection to generations of Nursing staff and Matrons 
who resided there Kirkman house demonstrates the residential accommodation requirements of the hospital at 
the turn of the 19th Century and the growing demands for nurses and nurse education at the Hospital at that 
time and since. The building is named after Annie Kirkman, the first nursing sister to graduate from the hospital 
in 1899. 
The place is also associated with Government Architects Hillson Beasley. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is significant as the premier site of health care delivery in Western Australia since 1855 and contains 
the first purpose-built hospital in the State. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 
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The place is significant as a purpose designed and built residential building to accommodate Royal Perth 
Hospital’s nursing staff from its opening in 1909 to the 1960’s. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is significant as the design of the various buildings and structures within Royal Perth Hospital 
demonstrate changes over time in medical practice and health care as well as the development of State 
Government architecture and style from 1855 through to the 1970s. 

 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has a high level of social significance for its connection to generations of Nursing staff and Matrons 
who resided there Kirkman house demonstrates the residential accommodation requirements of the hospital at 
the turn of the 19th Century and the growing demands for nurses and nurse education at the Hospital at that 
time and since. The building is named after Annie Kirkman, the first nursing sister to graduate from the hospital 
in 1899. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is significant as the design of the various buildings and structures within Royal Perth Hospital 
demonstrate changes over time in medical practice and health care as well as the development of State 
Government architecture and style from 1855 through to the 1970s. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place is also associated with Government Architects Hillson Beasley. 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

The place is significant as the design of the various buildings and structures within Royal Perth Hospital 
demonstrate changes over time in medical practice and health care as well as the development of State 
Government architecture and style from 1855 through to the 1970s. 

 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with detail 
intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Considine and Griffiths PTY LTD Royal Perth Hospital Precinct Conservation Plan 1995;  
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