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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Royal Perth Hospital - Moreton Bay Fig Tree - Ficus macrophylla 

Street Address Murray Street 

Location Description Tree located within the footpath 

Other Names Moreton Bay Fig Tree 

Historical Street Address 10-48 Murray Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2047 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles  
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Tree 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan 01/02/2012 TRIM ID P1711054 Original;  
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01/09/1995 TRIM ID P1707239 Original 

Original Construction Year 1884 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use  

Original - Specific Use  

Present - General Use  

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The Moreton Bay Fig tree in the verge in front of the fence of Kirkman House has grown and extended its 
canopy across Murray Street. The tree is a fine specimen of Ficus macrophylla as a mature tree. A dominant 
element in streetscape – unique in form and character in city centre, associated with historic buildings in 
immediate vicinity.  Appropriate management of root area required. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Royal Perth Hospital has been the premier site of health care delivery in Western Australia since 1855 and 
contains the first purpose-built hospital in the State. 
The continual development of the place is indicative of the social and economic development of Western 
Australia. 
The tree was planted in 1884 by Willian Glover, who arrived in the Colony in 1829 as an indentured servant to 
Peter Brown, the Colonial Secretary. Glover received a land grant in 1841 for Lot P6, where Kirkman House now 
stands.   
Nurses who resided in Kirkman House were required to ‘live-in’ and the matron had her flat on the first floor. To 
ensure their safety, nurses were required to be locked in by 10pm, and the tree became known colloquially as 
the ‘kissing tree’ for obvious reasons. 
The tree however evokes painful memories for Aboriginal people as they used to wait under its shade waiting to 
access the Office of the Chief Protector, A.O. Neville at nearby 57 Murray Street. Mr Neville would call them with 
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a whistle. They usually left distraught when he refused to tell them where their children had been taken under 
the 1905 Aboriginal Act, which led to the ‘Stolen Generation’. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

4. Social and civic activities - 402 Education and science 
4. Social and civic activities - 404 Community services and utilities 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Local, Regional and National Economies - 3.26.2 Providing hospital services 
 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has significance for its landmark value. 
The place has historic significance as it was planted in the early 1884 by early colonist William Glover, on his 
land grant Lot P6.  
The place has social significance to generations of nurses residing in Kirkman House and Royal Perth Hospital 
as a meeting place for visitors, nurses and other staff over the decades.  
The place also has social significance to Aboriginal people and evokes painful memories as they used to wait 
under its shade waiting to access the Office of the Chief Protector.  

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic significance as it was planted in the early 1884 by early colonist William Glover, on his 
land grant Lot P6.  

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place also has social significance to Aboriginal people and evokes painful memories as they used to wait 
under its shade waiting to access the Office of the Chief Protector. 

 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social significance to generations of nurses residing in Kirkman House and Royal Perth Hospital 
as a meeting place for visitors, nurses and other staff over the decades.  
The place also has social significance to Aboriginal people and evokes painful memories as they used to wait 
under its shade waiting to access the Office of the Chief Protector. 

 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place has significance for its landmark value. 
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    

  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-2047 
 

  

            
      

Page 4 of 5 
 

     

            

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place has social significance to generations of nurses residing in Kirkman House and Royal Perth Hospital 
as a meeting place for visitors, nurses and other staff over the decades.  
The place has historic significance as it was planted in the early 1884 by early colonist William Glover, on his 
land grant Lot P6.  

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity  

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 - Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Considine and Griffiths PTY LTD. Royal Perth Hospital Precinct Conservation Plan 1995;  
Cox Howlett Bailey Murray Street Conservation Plan 1997;  
COP Heritage Places File 1.52/10;  
National Trust Description (5/11/1994 - CM 41936/16) 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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