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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Mercedes College – Convent of the Holy Cross and School Buildings 
(Former) (Demolished) 

Street Address "MERCEDES COLLEGE", 86 Victoria Square, PERTH WA  6000 

Location Description  

Other Names Holy Cross Convent; Old House; original “Mother House”; Girls 
Orphanage; School Buildings 

Historical Street Address 86 Victoria Square; 334-360 Hay Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 27313 

COP Property Key 175540 

Property Titles Lot 123 D 1641, Lot 124 D 1641, Lot 125 D 1641, Lot 7 D 20489, Lot 8 
D 30321, Lot 123 D 30321, Lot 9 D 30321, Lot 2 D 10156, Lot 50 D 
4598, Lot 126 D 1641, Lot 127 D 1641, Lot C14 P 223021, Lot C15 P 
223021 

 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 20/12/1985 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 
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Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan Mercedes College: Victoria Square, Perth: Conservation 
Plan.1999 (Parry and Rosenthal) 

Original Construction Year 1848 (1848 - 1848) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Religious  

Original - Specific Use Monastery or Convent 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use  

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Old Colonial Period (1829-c.1840) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

The building is a two storey, simple rectangular rendered stone building with a hipped iron roof original 
rectangular windows with recent aluminium windows. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Stone - Limestone 

Walls 2 Material Brick - Rendered 

Roof Material Metal - Colourbond 

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

‘The Convent of the Holy Cross’ constructed in 1848 directly behind St. John’s Pro-Cathedral off Victoria Street, 
Perth, was the site of the first Sisters of Mercy Convent in Australia erected under the leadership of Mother 
Ursula Frayne.   Construction of the two-storey stone building commenced on 3 May 1847 funded by the Sisters 
of Mercy and was blessed by Bishop John Brady on 3 May 1848.  With great courage, facing primitive 
conditions and hardship, the Convent and School flourished – the sisters would recognise this as “the fruit of 
trust in Divine Providence”. From this Convent, also known as the ‘Mother House’ at Victoria Square, the Sisters 
undertook the establishment of schools throughout the state and beyond.  It was referred to as the “Old House” 
after the new Convent was complete.   
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Bishop Brady , along with Rev J.J. Joostens and Dom Rosendo Salvado, blessed the new Convent building and 
laid the foundation stone for  the new schoolrooms on 3rd May 1848.the Sisters had to fundraise to pay for 
construction of the new School and it was not completed until 1853.The School was a two storey building 
consisting of two ground floor and two upper floor school rooms with ground and first floor halls and a small 
oratory on each level. The school was blessed and opened on 25th July 1853. In 1862 a two-storey dormitory 
and study rooms addition was constructed for boarders at the east end of the School building. 
After the opening of the new 1871 Sisters of Mercy Convent on the corner of Victoria Square and Goderich 
Street, the former Convent building became a home for female orphans. The original 1853 School building and 
dormitory was demolished in 1980/81-for new tennis courts and later in 1990’s the current ‘Ursula Frayne Centre 
‘was constructed on the site of the Old School and dormitory.  The limestone rendered first Convent building 
(1848) remains today and is now used as a school building by Mercedes College. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & science 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions & ceremonies 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic and historic significance as one of the earliest historic buildings related to the 
development of Mercedes College and Victoria Square by the Sisters of Mercy.  The Convent and St John’s 
Pro-Cathedral are the earliest Catholic buildings in the City of Perth and Western Australia. 
The place represents the focus of the earliest Sister of Mercy in Western Australia from the 1840's.   
The place is of social significance to members of the Roman Catholic Church in Western Australia. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of aesthetic and historic significance as one of the earliest historic buildings related to the 
development of Mercedes College and Victoria Square by the Sisters of Mercy.  The Convent and St John’s 
Pro-Cathedral are the earliest Catholic buildings in the City of Perth and Western Australia. 
The place represents the focus of the earliest Sister of Mercy in Western Australia from the 1840's.   

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The Convent and St John’s Pro-Cathedral are the earliest Catholic buildings in the City of Perth and Western 
Australia. 

 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 
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HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place is of social significance to members of the Roman Catholic Church in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic and historic significance as one of the earliest historic buildings related to the 
development of Mercedes College and Victoria Square by the Sisters of Mercy.  The Convent and St John’s 
Pro-Cathedral are the earliest Catholic buildings in the City of Perth and Western Australia. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Intact, modified over time 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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Building Plaque 
Alan Lloyd (2004) Documenting East Perth and its Historical Development: a pictorial presentation Online at the 
State Library of WA – ACC 9763AD/1 
Mercedes College: Victoria Square, Perth: Conservation Plan.1999 (Parry and Rosenthal) 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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Image of the original Convent of Mercy (Mother House) behind St John’s Pro-Cathedral from Victoria 

Avenue, taken in 1998 

Image of the original Convent of Mercy (Mother House) directly to the east behind St John’s Pro-

Cathedral from Victoria Avenue, taken in 1862 Courtesy of the State Library of WA.  The adjacent school 

school building to the south has subsequently been demolished 

 


