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Victoria Sq

NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS

Place Name Mercedes College - St Josephs

Street Address "MERCEDES COLLEGE", 86 Victoria Square, PERTH WA 6000
Location Description

Other Names St. Joseph’s Day School

Historical Street Address 86 Victoria Square; 334-360 Hay Street

Historical Perth Town Lot

Place ID 27312

COP Property Key 175540

Property Titles Lot 123 D 1641, Lot 124 D 1641, Lot 125 D 1641, Lot 7 D 20489, Lot 8

D 30321, Lot 123 D 30321, Lot 9 D 30321, Lot 2 D 10156, Lot 50 D
4598, Lot 126 D 1641, Lot 127 D 1641, Lot C14 P 223021, Lot C15 P

223021
PLACE DETAILS ‘
Place Type Individual Building or Group
Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023
Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001
Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001
Local Heritage List 20/12/1985

Local Heritage Area

Local Heritage Area — Building Contribution

State Heritage Register No
Commonwealth Listed No

Other Listings
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Heritage Agreement

Conservation Management Plan Mercedes College: Victoria Square, Perth: Conservation
Plan.1999 (Parry and Rosenthal)

Original Construction Year 1896

Additional Construction Year (1) 1909

Additional Construction Year (2) 1916-1921

Demolition Year

INTEGRITY OF USE ‘

Original - General Use Educational

Original - Specific Use
Present - General Use Educational

Present - Specific Use

Integrity - Summary High
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION |
Architectural Style 1 General Federation (c.1890-c.1915)

Architectural Style 1 Specific Gothic
Architectural Style 2 General
Architectural Style 2 Specific
Archaeology

Physical Description

Two storey school building with rusticated stone with brick detailing, steeply pitched gabled corrugated steel roof
with crucifix to Apex. Hexagonal tower with tiled dome on eastern corner.

Walls 1 Material Stone - Limestone

Walls 2 Material Brick - Face

Roof Material Metal - Steel

Architect Cavenagh and Cavenagh
Builder Mess’rs Healy and O’Shea

Other Associations

HISTORY

The Sisters of Mercy arrived in Perth from Ireland in 1846, led by Mother Ursula Frayne. After arriving in Perth,
in 1846 the sisters became the first female religious teaching order to establish a school in Australia. Having
navigated sectarism in Ireland, they decided to offer a general education to all Christians. The sisters prioritised
Aboriginal people, immigrant Irish orphan girls, the poor and the uneducated. The sisters established a fee-
paying school, benevolent institution and Western Australia’s first high school.

When the Sisters of Mercy opened their first school in 1846, the number of students slowly grew year by year.
But population expansion brought about by goldrushes of the 1890s and amendments to the Education Act in
1893, created the need for the establishment of further schooling facilities.

In 1895 (the Golden Jubilee of the Sisters arrival in Australia), the foundation stone was laid for a new school
building, St Joseph’s Day School designed by Cavanagh & Cavanagh (Our Lady’s College was constructed at
the same time). The building was constructed using Cottesloe freestone with Sydney freestone dressings.
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The building was blessed and opened by Bishop Gibney on 15 August 1896. Bishop Gibney donated the school
to the Sisters of Mercy in recognition of their years of service to the Church. St Joseph’s Day School was initially
a free school, while Our Lady’s College attracted fees.

In 1909, extensive improvements were carried out. The building added to and renovated frequently over the
following years. Between 1916-21, a new two storey building was added to the east of St. Joseph’s Schooal,
known as the ‘Serisier’. The Sisters held a week-long bazaar to finance the construction.’Serisier’ Wing was
demolished in 1977.

In 1964, the place was the first Catholic school to receive a grant from the Menzies Government promoting the
establishment of science labs.

In 1967, St Joseph’s and Our Lady’s College were amalgamated to form Mercedes Catholic Girls School, later
Mercedes College. In 1984, further classrooms were added. It is the oldest Catholic School in WA. The building
continues to function as a school.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 101 Immigration, emigration & refugees
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision

4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & science

6. People - 602 Early settlers

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of
settlements, towns and cities

. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools

. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.1 Worshipping together

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions & ceremonies

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.3 Founding Australian religious institutions

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.6.4 Making places for worship

. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ‘

00 00 00 00 00 O N O

St Joseph’s School Building is highly significant for its pivotal role in the establishment and development of
Catholic education in Western Australia

The place is of aesthetic and historic significance as one of the historic school buildings related to the founding
and development of Mercedes College by the Sisters of Mercy.

The place represents the missionary and educational focus of the Sisters of Mercy within the Roman Catholic
Church in Western Australia from the 1840's.

The place is the oldest remaining Catholic School building in WA and has been associated with the Sisters of
Mercy since its establishment.

The place is highly valued by students, past students, lay teachers and the Sisters of Mercy of the Roman
Catholic Church in Western Australia.

The place is an integral part of a group of rough faced limestone gabled buildings of common materials, forms
and use in this area.

The place is highly valued by the Catholic community and contributes to the broader community’s sense of
place.

The place was designed by prominent architects, Cavanagh and Cavanagh.

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history

The place is of aesthetic and historic significance as one of the historic school buildings related to the founding
and development of Mercedes College by the Sisters of Mercy.

The place represents the missionary and educational focus of the Sisters of Mercy within the Roman Catholic
Church in Western Australia from the 1840's.
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HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's
heritage

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s
history

The place is the oldest remaining Catholic School building in WA and has been associated with the Sisters of
Mercy since its establishment. Initially a free school, it later amalgamated with the adjacent fee-paying Our
Lady’s College to form what is now Mercedes College.

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social,
cultural or spiritual associations

The place is of social significance to students, past students, teachers, clergy and members of the Roman
Catholic Church in Western Australia.

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or
community

The place is an integral part of a precinct of roughfaced limestone gabled buildings of common materials, forms
and use in this area.

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or
organization of importance in Perth’s history

The place is highly valued by the Catholic community and contributes to the broader community’s sense of
place. The place was designed by prominent architects, Cavanagh and Cavanagh.

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement

HERCON Value | - Any HERCON Value | - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the
decision-making body is relevant

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY ‘

Condition Good

Building Fabric Authenticity Intact, restored to original detall internally. Internally modified.

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

Exceptional — Category 1 — Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example.
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REFERENCES

Building Plaque
Mercedes College: Victoria Square, Perth: Conservation Plan.1999 (Parry and Rosenthal)

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT

Initial date

Last modified Date
IMAGES

Image of St. Joseph’s Day School Building in 1896 (Battye Library BL 2062IP)
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