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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Girls School (fmr) 

Street Address 2 Wellington Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 
20 Bronte Street, EAST PERTH WA 6004 

Location Description   

Other Names Police Traffic Department, Police Traffic Branch 

Historical Street Address 2 Wellington Street, East Perth 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2173 

COP Property Key  

Property Titles Lots 774 & 775 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 16/12/1991 
Normalisation effective from 6 May 2022 upon the gazettal of 

City Planning Scheme No. 2 Amendment No. 46 and Local 

Planning Scheme No. 26 (Normalised Redevelopment Areas) 

Amendment No. 4 (refer to Council Ordinary Meeting held on 

31 August 2021) 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  
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State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year  (1936) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Secondary School 

Present - General Use Governmental 

Present - Specific Use Police Station 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Stripped Classical 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Symmetrical building with dominant, rectangular, prismatic roof. There is a formal entrance with stone piers. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2  Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Len Walters 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The Perth Girls’ School (fmr) and in particular the playing fields to the north and north-east of the main building 
(Lot 775) were located on part of the former East Perth Cemeteries (HCWA Place No. 2164).  
When the cemetery was closed in 1899 the families of the deceased were given the option to transfer any 
remains to Karrakatta Cemetery.  
Some remains were left and the school, playing fields and some of the outbuildings were subsequently 
constructed on the land. Refer to Conservation Plan for further details. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 108 Government policy 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education & science 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression & boom 
6. People - 604 Innovators 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.2 Establishing schools 
6. Educating - 6.3 Training people for the workplace 
7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 
9. Marking the phases of life - 9.7.1 Dealing with human remains 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place a particularly fine example of the use of the Inter-War stripped Classical style.  
The place is prominent landmark in the area.  
The place design is of particular note as it is of scale and prominence more often associated with large 
government departments that with a State school building.  
The monumental scale of the building reflects the status afforded to a particular educational philosophy and the 
government's optimism for the future of Perth. 
The award of the RIBA Bronze Medal in 1939 demonstrates the high professional regard for the building design 
at the time of construction.  
The place demonstrates a particular phase in the philosophy of female education, a philosophy that is no longer 
evident. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place demonstrates a particular phase in the philosophy of female education, a philosophy that is no longer 
evident. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place a particularly fine example of the use of the Inter-War stripped Classical style.  
The place is prominent landmark in the area.  
The place design is of particular note as it is of scale and prominence more often associated with large 
government departments that with a State school building.  
The monumental scale of the building reflects the status afforded to a particular educational philosophy and the 
government's optimism for the future of Perth. 
The award of the RIBA Bronze Medal in 1939 demonstrates the high professional regard for the building design 
at the time of construction.  

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Perth Girls' School (fmr), East Perth, 1995; 
Conservation Plan - Wellington 2 - Perth Girls School (fmr), Palassis Architects, 2015 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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