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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Sunnyside 

Street Address 45 Wellington Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description  

Other Names  

Historical Street Address 45 Wellington Street, East Perth 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 25107 

COP Property Key 176338 

Property Titles Lot 1 P 108 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 24/06/2014 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1897 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Residential 

Original - Specific Use Single Storey Residence 

Present - General Use Residential 

Present - Specific Use Single Storey Residence 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Victorian (c.1840-c.1890) 

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Single storey residential building with hipped roof, corbelled chimney and a front verandah under a separate 
roof. The front elevation brick wall has been re- tuckpointed and the decorative metal embellishment to the 
verandah are not original 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Pointed 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

East Perth was included on the plan for Perth from earliest surveys, however the area remained substantially 
undeveloped until the period of expansion that accompanied the gold rush. Part of the area had been 
designated for cemetery purposes which probably detracted from its attractiveness for settlement. In 1884 East 
Perth had a population of 600 residents and 112 houses set amongst fruit and vegetable gardens and 
paddocks. By 1894 the population had more than doubled to 1300 residents and 245 houses and by 1904 it had 
increased to 6000 residents and 1066 houses. The East Perth Primary School was planned in 1894 as a 
response to the needs of the growing population.  
Regarding the construction date of the existing house, historical rate books note a cottage at Lot E31 in 1884 
and at part lot E31 in 1885, however it is not clear if these structures form part of future Lot 1 on Plan 108. 
Notwithstanding this, a historical map dated 1897 shows built form at the now 45 Wellington Street, East Perth.  
The Original Certificate of Title for 45 Wellington Street indicates that on 18 December 1925 Mr John Reidy 
purchased the place. Mr Reidy is noted as being a Tramway Employee. The previous Certificate of Title dated 
February 1891 has the sole proprietor as The Reverend David Shearer. The Reverend David Shearer arrived in 
the Colony in 1879 as the first clergyman of the Presbyterian denomination. He established a church in Pier 
Street and a Manse in Stirling Street. Born in 1848 Mary Gertrude Eliot was one of the early settlers in Western 
Australia. She was the first daughter of the George Eliot who came out with Captain Stirling in 1829, and 
afterwards played an honourable part in various capacities in the service of the state. 
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The Lot was subsequently transferred by endowment to Anna Louise Eliot and Mary Gertrude Eliot in February 
1897.  Information from the nominator for the place notes that Mr John Reidy was resided with Mary Eliot. 
Historical rate books note ownership transferring from Gertrude Eliot to John Reidy on 14 September 1920. 
John Reidy’s wife died in 1926, the funeral notice made reference to their daughter Kathleen and that Ada Mary 
was the sister in law to Reverend Father Reidy. John Reidy was still living at the property in 1951 and remains in 
the family.  

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility -106 Workers 107 Settlements 
3. Occupations -306 Domestic activities 
5. Outside influences - 504 Depression and boom 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.2 Making suburbs 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities and suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a single storey Mid-Late Victorian style residential 
building dating from c. 1897. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as one of two consecutive residential buildings constructed around the 
turn of the century. 
The place is of historic significance because it reflects residential occupation in the area in the late nineteenth 
century. 
The place is of historic significance for its association with early settlers of the Colony. 
The place is a representative example of a residential property in Perth dating from the late nineteenth century. 
The place represents the changing character of the Perth community from post gold rush to the present. 
The place has rarity value as one of the few remaining heritage residential properties in East Perth. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place is of historic significance because it reflects residential occupation in the area in the late nineteenth 
century. 
The place is of historic significance for its association with early settlers of the Colony. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

The place has rarity value as one of the few remaining heritage residential properties in East Perth. 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

The place is a representative example of a residential property in Perth dating from the late nineteenth century. 
The place represents the changing character of the Perth community from post gold rush to the present. 

 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is of aesthetic significance as an example of a single storey Mid-Late Victorian style residential 
building dating from c. 1897. 
The place is of aesthetic significance because it contributes to the visual quality of its location.  
The place is of aesthetic significance as one of two consecutive residential buildings constructed around the 
turn of the century. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity High level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Considerable – Category 2 – Very important to the heritage of the locality. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

Visual Assessment;  
City of Perth assessment 2014 
State Heritage Office assessment 2014. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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