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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Wellington Square 

Street Address "WELLINGTON SQUARE", 110 Wellington Street, EAST PERTH WA  
6004 

Location Description  

Other Names The Rec 

Historical Street Address 110 Wellington Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 6089 

COP Property Key 175642 

Property Titles Lot 75 DP 28365 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Urban Park 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted 13/03/2001 

Local Heritage List 29/01/2008 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 
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Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1830 (1828 - 1832) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Park/Reserve 

Original - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Present - General Use Park/Reserve 

Present - Specific Use Park/Reserve 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General  

Architectural Style 1 Specific  

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

At present there is a large area of lawn encircled by mature trees. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material  

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

Originally one of Perth's many swamps, this area was drained and established as a public reserve in the 1830's.    
It was used for football and cricket matches and for training and exercising horses.  In 1898-99 two cricket 
pitches were constructed.  1902-03 200 trees were planted and then in 1904-06 3 concrete pitches were laid. 
The establishment of parks was closely linked to wealth with the result that Perth did not begin to develop 
comprehensive system of parks until after the goldrushes of the 1890's.  
Public debate on the lack of park land in Perth was voiced in editorials in the newspapers between 1875 and 
1886.  The provision of a network of parklands in central Perth and around the river were the themes central to 
these concerns.   
It was declared a public open space in c1845 and it was known as the rec or Recreation Ground. It was officially 
named Wellington Square in 1897 after Lord Wellington who was the English Prime Minister at the time. 
Between 1900 and 1914 the City of Perth made improvements to the area including a perimeter fence, 
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grandstand, toilets, sports facilities including tennis courts and cricket pitches and planting. A caretaker’s cottage 
was built in 1913/1914 to discourage antisocial behaviour. The fence was proposed to be removed in 1913 to 
discourage people from hiding and sleeping out of site behind the fence. Fences around other gardens in Perth 
were also being removed at this time. The fence was removed in 1927.  
Between 1960 and 1970 the tennis courts were removed. The caretaker’s cottage was removed in 1987. The 
area was improved in the 1990s. The place continues to be used for recreational purposes. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

1. Demographic settlement & mobility - 104 Land allocation & subdivision 
4. Social & civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities 
4. Social & civic activities - 405 Sport, recreation & entertainment 
4. Social & civic activities - 407 Cultural activities 
6. People - 601 Aboriginal people 
6. People - 602 Early settlers 

 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

2. Peopling Perth (Australia) - 2.1 Recovering the experience of Australia’s earliest inhabitants  
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.1.4 Creating capital cities 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.1.3 Developing public parks & gardens 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historic value as an element of the early planning scheme and an important element of the 
townscape. 
It has historic and aesthetic value for the mature planting remaining in the park. 
The place has social value as an amenity area for local people, and as a setting for sport and recreation. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value as an element of the early planning scheme and an important element of the 
townscape. 
It has historic and aesthetic value for the mature planting remaining in the park. 

 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social value as an amenity area for local people, and as a setting for sport and recreation. 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 
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It has historic and aesthetic value for the mature planting remaining in the park. 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity. 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
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