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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Knitting Mills (fmr) 

Street Address 176 Wellington Street, EAST PERTH WA  6004 

Location Description Lot 1287 DP 33309 

Other Names WA Aboriginal Media Association; Halliday Hardware Co 

Historical Street Address 176 Wellington Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 17869 

COP Property Key 175570 

Property Titles Lot 1287 DP 33309 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft  

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List  

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register No 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  

Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1924 (1924 - 1924) 

Additional Construction Year (1)  
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Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Industrial/Manufacturing 

Original - Specific Use Other - see Historical Notes 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution 

Integrity - Summary Low 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Other - see Physical Description 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Modern façade on a large rectangular building. 
 

 

                  

           

Walls 1  Material Brick - Rendered 

Walls 2  Material Brick - Face 

Roof Material Metal - Corrugated Iron  

Architect  

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

In 1890 Western Australia achieved responsible government. This, combined with the discovery of gold in the 
early 1890s, provided the catalyst for development in Perth. Some smaller businesses began to establish 
themselves in existing cottages and a number of larger enterprises erected substantial new offices and 
warehouses. Earlier uses primarily served the local population, however this later development was more 
broadly based and was a direct response to the expansion of the city centre during the gold rush.  The period 
from the late 1890s to early decades of the twentieth century was characterised by a vigorous public works and 
corresponding expansion of commerce and trade. During this period, the character of the Wellington Street was 
established. The Post Office Directory lists Perth Knitting Mills at this location from 1924, indicating this is the 
date of construction of the building. This manufacturer was one of seven knitting mills in Perth by 1927, but the 
venture was short-lived. By 1934 the company was no longer operating, and the building remained vacant for 
some time. 
In 1945 the Department of Native Affairs moved into the building. Later occupiers of the building include 
Community Welfare (Native Welfare Office), Aboriginal Affairs, the Aboriginal Lands Trust (1968-1981), and the 
WA Aboriginal Media Association (c. 2005). The property changed hands from this organisation in 2016 to the 
current owners. 
Drawings for this building are held at the State Records Office from when it was used by Community Welfare - 
Native Welfare Office, and later Aboriginal Affairs, as the Public Works Department would have had 
responsibility for its maintenance, repairs and renovations. 
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At 2021, the building is occupied by a café on the ground floor, and a private training / education college above. 
The street view has been substantially altered over time as to be unrecognisable as a 1920s building. 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupations - 308 Commercial services and industries 
 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

4. Building Settlements, Town and Cities - 4.1.5 Developing city centres 
4.Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of Perth 
centres 
8. Developing Australia’s Cultural Life - 8.13 Living in cities & suburbs 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place has historical significance as a 1920s industrial building.  
It represents the changing nature of that part of Perth from industrial to commercial/office use. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  
  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historical significance as a 1920s industrial building. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

It represents the changing nature of that part of Perth from industrial to commercial/office use. 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

 
 

 

                  

      

HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

 
 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  



       
  

. 
 

  

 

 

    
  

Heritage Place Record Form 
 

  

     

       
 

Adopted 
 

 

       

            
  

 
 

  

            
 

 
         

  

 
    

City of Perth Local Heritage Survey 2022 
 

 
   

Heritage ID-17869 
 

  

            
      

Page 4 of 4 
 

     

            

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Fair 

Building  Fabric Authenticity Low 
 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Little – Category 4 - Has elements or values worth noting for community interest but otherwise makes little 
contribution. 
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Post Office Directories (State Library of Western Australia);  
State Records Office S399 Cons 6158 Item 027/001/0 bk1 & Cons 6158 Item 081/001/1 bk1. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  
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