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NAME AND LOCATION DETAILS  

Place Name Perth Dental Hospital 

Street Address "WA COUNTRY HEALTH SERVICE", 189 Wellington Street, PERTH WA  
6000 

Location Description  

Other Names WA Country Health Service; University of Western Australia Dental 
School 

Historical Street Address 189 Wellington Street 

Historical Perth Town Lot  

Place ID 2131 

COP Property Key 175548 

Property Titles Lot 966 DP 187282 RESV40612 C Class 
 

 

                  

        

PLACE DETAILS  

Place Type  Individual Building or Group 

Local Heritage Survey 28/03/2023 

Local MHI - Draft 13/03/2001 

Local MHI - Adopted  

Local Heritage List 9/01/2004 

Local Heritage Area  

Local Heritage Area – Building Contribution  

State Heritage Register Yes 

Commonwealth Listed No 

Other Listings  
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Heritage Agreement  

Conservation Management Plan  

Original Construction Year 1936; 1960; 1970 (1934 - 1938) 

Additional Construction Year (1) 1960 - 1970 

Additional Construction Year (2)  

Demolition Year  
 

               

INTEGRITY OF USE  

Original - General Use Educational 

Original - Specific Use Tertiary Institution 

Present - General Use Educational 

Present - Specific Use Tertiary Institution 

Integrity - Summary High 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION  

Architectural Style 1 General Inter-War (c.1915-c.1940)  

Architectural Style 1 Specific Georgian Revival 

Architectural Style 2 General  

Architectural Style 2 Specific  

Archaeology  

Physical Description  
 

 

                  

         

Two storey building with pitched roof. Prominent classical entry with loggia and columns. 

 

 

                  

           

Walls 1 Material Brick - Face 

Walls 2 Material  

Roof Material Tile - Terracotta  

Architect Reginald Summerhayes & George Rowe 

Builder  

Other Associations  

HISTORY  
 

 

                  

  

The building was constructed in 1936 from a design by Reginald Summerhayes. The Dental Board was 
established in 1894 and plans were made to establish a dental hospital. The first Perth Dental Hospital was 
established in Murray Street in 1927.  
The land around the property was the location of manufacturers, importers and other businesses.  
By 1950 a new building was opened to cater for the increase in facilities required. In the 1960s the building was 
renovated. New buildings which were part of Royal Perth Hospital continued to be constructed into the 1970s. In 
the 1980s the building was proposed to be demolished; however this plan wasn’t carried out. 

 

 

                  

  

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
  

3. Occupation - 309 Technology & technological change 
4. Social & civic activities - 402 Education and Science 
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4. Social & civic activities - 404 Community services & utilities 
6. People - 604 Innovators 

 

                  

            

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC THEME 
 

 

                  
            

3. Developing Perth's (Local, Regional & National) Economies - 3.26.1 Providing medical and dental services 
4. Building Perth (Settlements & Cities) - 4.6 Remembering significant phases in the development of 
settlements, towns and cities 
6. Educating - 6.3 Training people for the workplace 
6. Educating - 6.4 Building a system of higher education 
7. Governing - 7.6.6 Providing services & welfare 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.5.2 Helping other people 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.7 Honouring achievement 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life -8.10.4 Designing & building fine buildings 
8. Developing Perth's Cultural Life - 8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science & technology 

 

 

                  

            

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE  
 

 

                  

            

The place is a well designed Inter-War Stripped Classical style building with a dignified, symmetrical façade 
which incorporates Art-Deco motifs. 
The place was designed by the prominent Western Australian architect Reginald Summerhayes, in association 
with G. A. Rowe. 
The place, as an original component of the first and only purpose designed dental hospital and dental school in 
Western Australia up to 2001, demonstrates the evolution of dental treatment and changing approaches to the 
dental health care. 
The place has historic value for its role in the training of dental health care professionals in Western Australia. 
The place has social value as a component of an institution that has provided an essential social service for 
those of limited means since its inception. 

 

 

                  
  

NATURE OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

  

HERCON Value A - Its importance in demonstrating the evolution or pattern of Perth’s history 
 

 

                  

    

The place has historic value for its role in the training of dental health care professionals in Western Australia. 
 

 

                  

 

HERCON Value B - Its importance in demonstrating rare, uncommon or endangered aspects of Perth's 
heritage 

 

 

                  

          

 
 

 

                  

       

HERCON Value C - Its potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of Perth’s 
history 

 

 

                  

          

The place, as an original component of the first and only purpose designed dental hospital and dental school in 
Western Australia up to 2001, demonstrates the evolution of dental treatment and changing approaches to the 
dental health care. 

 

 

                  

   

HERCON Value D - Its importance in demonstrating the characteristics of a broader class of places 
 

 

                  

      

 
 

 

                  

            

HERCON Value E - Any strong or special meaning it may have for any group or community because of social, 
cultural or spiritual associations 

 

 

                  

    

The place has social value as a component of an institution that has provided an essential social service for 
those of limited means since its inception. 
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HERCON Value F - Its importance in exhibiting particular aesthetic characteristics valued by any group or 
community 

 

 

                  

     

The place is a well designed Inter-War Stripped Classical style building with a dignified, symmetrical façade 
which incorporates Art-Deco motifs. 

 

 

                  

             

HERCON Value G - Any special association it may have with the life or work of a person, group or 
organization of importance in Perth’s history 

 

 

                  

          

The place was designed by the prominent Western Australian architect Reginald Summerhayes, in association 
with G. A. Rowe. 

 

 

                  

                

HERCON Value H - Its importance in demonstrating a high degree of creative or technical achievement 
 

 

                  

             

 
 

 

                  

              

HERCON Value I - Any HERCON Value I - Any other characteristic it may have that in the opinion of the 
decision-making body is relevant 

 

 

                  

                

 
 

 

                  

          

CONDITION AND AUTHENTICITY 
 

 

                  
          

Condition Good 

Building Fabric Authenticity Medium level of authenticity as it is largely as originally constructed with 
detail intact. 

 

 

                  

         

CLASSIFICATION OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 

                  

     

Exceptional – Category 1 – Essential to the heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
 

 

                  

   

REFERENCES 
 

 

                  
   

National Trust Assessment;  
Register of Heritage Places - Assessment Documentation Perth Dental Hospital Main Block 2007. 

 

 

                  
   

DATE OF SURVEY/ASSESSMENT  

Initial date  

Last modified Date  

IMAGES  
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